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From Evidence-Based Conclusions 
to Recommendations 

Build on the Past Review the Present Understand the Impacts Change the Future  

1. Lessons Learned 

1. Impact and Epidemiology 

2. Recommendations Made

3. National and Subnational 

Responses 

1. How Health Systems Coped

2. Communities and 

Communications 

3. Socio Economic Impacts 

1. The International System 

2. WHO

Desk Reviews, Interviews, Roundtable Discussions, Townhall meetings, Expert Validations, Panel Reviews  

Bold, Actionable Recommendations 



Including 185 experts from WHO, other UN and international 
organizations, national governments, NGOs, private sector and civil 
society 

126 Interviews

Including 277 participants, focusing on WHO, the international system, 
national responses, science to policy, communications, healthcare 
workers and communities etc. 

18 Roundtables

• We heard directly from about 55 people participating in panel 
discussions with  hundreds ‘in the audience’. Nurses on the Frontline, 
Delivering SRHR in Crises Settings, Youth on the Frontlines, Midwives 
at Work, The Gendered Impact, Noncommunicable diseases

6 Exchanges

Background papers on a wide range of topics were prepared by the 
secretariat, supporting staff and external researchers

16 
Background Papers

More than 100 submissions by experts, officials and advocates were 
received through the website and by email .More than 40 detailed 
responses to specific enquiries were provided through the WHO 
COVID-19 repository

140+ submissions

To listen and learn the Panel held more than 50 briefings with WHO 
Member States, other UN and international organizations and other 
Global Health stakeholders

50+ Briefings

From Evidence-Based Conclusions to Recommendations 



Round tables
1. A Future International System
2. WHO Financing
3. Essential Supplies
4. From Science to policy
5. Access to Vaccines 
6. Socioeconomic impact - regional 

dimensions 
7. Socioeconomic impact – global 

perspectives 
8. National Responses
9. Therapeutics and Diagnostics 

10.Mobilizing Across Generations to 
Realize Health and Social System 
Reforms

11.Human Rights 
12.Communication and Community 

Engagement
13.Sustaining and Strengthening Cities 

During a Pandemic: A Discussion 
with Mayors

14.Private sector
15.Digital solutions





Publications to come

I. The Main Report
English with full layout; 5 additional UN languages without layout (.pdf and interactive online 

II. A summery in 6 UN languages 

III. The 13 Defining Moments - “How an Outbreak Became a Pandemic” - The 
companion narrative. (English only .pdf and interactive online)

IV. The Chronology (.pdf and interactive online)

V. 16 Background papers published online (English only .pdf)



“How an Outbreak Became a Pandemic”
- 13 Defining Moments – the companion story

1. Despite warnings, the world was not prepared

2. The Detection of a Novel Coronavirus: SARS-CoV-2

3. The reality hits home

4. The frontline under stress and needing protection

5. The Scramble for Supplies

6. Navigating the digital environment and the trust deficit

7. The Unprecedented Pace of R&D Acceleration

8. Geopolitical tensions challenging multilateralism

9. Economies Take Major Hits

10. The Pandemic Affects Everyone, But Not Everyone is Equally Affected

11. Vaccine Nationalism

12. Building Forward Better – Realizing the Sustainability Vision

13. A Future with Mutant SARS-CoV-2?



Background papers
1. Learning from the past 
2. The Chronology (timeline, summery paper and literature review)
3. National and sub-national responses
4. The Economic impact 
5. The Social impact 
6. From Science to Policy 
7. Access to vaccines, diagnostics and therapeutics 
8. Scaling up Vaccine Production Capacity: Legal Challenge 
9. Access to Essential Supplies 
10. Impact on Essential Health Services 
11. Community involvement 
12. Understanding Communication 
13. WHO – an institutional review 
14. International Treaties and Conventions 
15. International financing 
16. Human Rights 



The Chronology



Embargoed pre-briefing for Member states on 10 May 8.00 am, 14.00 and 20.00 CET

Public presentation on 12 May at 1 pm CET

WHA presentation on 25 May

Report, Summary (6 languages), Defining Moments, and 
Background papers  - 12 May 

Main report (6 languages) - 20 May



https://www.TheIndependentPanel.org

https://www.theindependentpanel.org/
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