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@ Global food safety threats

9 Environmental challenges
\

§ Rise of new technologies and digital transformation

Food Safety Programme - 2002
World Health Organization
http://www.who.int/fsf
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SP2. Identifying and SP3.Increasing the
responding to food use of food chain SP5: Promoting food
safety challenges information, SP4: Strengthening safety as an
resulting from the scientific evidence stakeholder essential component
transformation and and risk assessment | engagement and risk | in domestic, regional
global changes in in making risk communication and international
food systems management trade
transformation decisions

SP1. Strengthening
national food
controls systems

Evidence-driven / People-centered / Forward-looking / Cost-effective

International cooperation
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Overview of all 5 Strategic Priorities (SP) and respective Strategic Objectives

SP1. Strengthening
national food controls
systems

It

* Food legislation
framework

* Institutional
framework for
multisectoral
coordination

* Fit-for-purpose
standards &
guidelines

e Compliance,
verification &
enforcement

e Monitoring/
Surveillance
programmes

¢ |[ncident and
emergency
response systems

SP2. Identifying and
responding to food
safety challenges
resulting from global
changes in food
systems transformation

* Food safety
impacts arising

from global
changes

* Risk management
options to
emerging risks

A

SP3: Improving the use
of food chain
information, scientific
evidence and risk
assessment in making
risk management
decisions

@

* Generation and usage
of scientific data for
food control

e Data collection to
support risk
management decisions

¢ Source food safety
inform and risk analysis
experiences to
strengthen risk mgm
decisions

¢ Consistent and
transparent risk mgm
decisions for food
control measures

International Cooperation

SP4. Strengthening
stakeholder
engagement and risk
communication

¢ Platform for
consultation on
food safety agenda

* Non-regulatory
schemes
assessment

e Capacity building
& engagement of
FBO

e Communication &
education of
consumers

SP5. Promoting food
safety as an essential
component in
domestic, regional and
international food
trade

D

e Domestic food
markets (including
traditional food
markets)

¢ National liaison
and coordination
on food trade

e Alignment with
Codex standards

® Engagement of
national and
stakeholders for
safety standards
and guidelines
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World Health  pyplic Consultation

Organization

Public Consultation Report for Draft WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety

Summary report

3 October 2021 | Technical document

@

Download (295.8 kB)

Overview

In 2020, a resolution titled “Strengthening efforts on food safety” was adopted by the Seventy-third World Health
Assembly. In the resolution, Member States requested WHO to update the WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety to
address current and emerging challenges, incorporate new technologies and include innovative approaches for
strengthening food safety systems. There was a recognition that the food safety systems of many Member States are
under challenge and need significant improvements in their key components, such as regulatory infrastructure,
enforcement, surveillance, inspection and laboratory capacity and capability, coordination mechanisms, emergency
response and food safety education and training. Member States also recognized the need to integrate food safety intc
national and regional policies on health, agriculture, trade, environment and development and a One Health approach
should be applied to ensure food safety.

In response to this request, WHO Secretariat has prepared a draft WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety with the
advice of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Food Safety: Safer food for better health. Two technical meetings
were held virtually in February and April 2021 with the TAG experts to inform this first draft.

The draft strategy shall serve as a blueprint and guidance for Member States to strengthen their national food safety
systems and promote regional and global cooperation. In the meantime, acknowledging food safety is a shared
responsibility, the targeted audience of the strategy should also include consumers, food business operators,
academia and researchers, civil societies, and other international organizations.

More information

Technical Advisory Group on Food Safety: Safer Food for Better Health

Public consultation on the Draft
WHO Global Strategy for Food
Safety

Deadline for comments: 16 July 2021, 23:59, CEST

13 May 2021 | Call for consuitation

Background

In 2020, a resolution titled “Strengthening efforts on food safety” was adopted by the Seventy-third World Health
Assembly. In the resolution, Member States requested WHO to update the WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety to
address current and emerging challenges, incorporate new technologies and include innovative approaches for
strengthening food safety systems. There was a recognition that the food safety systems of many Member States are
under challenge and need significant impr ts in their key c its, such as regulatory infrastructure,
enforcement, surveillance, inspection and laboratory capacity and capability, coordination mechanisms, emergency
response and food safety education and training. Member States also recognized the need to integrate food safety
into national and regional policies on health, agriculture, trade, environment and development and a One Health
approach should be applied to ensure food safety.

In response to this request, WHO Secretariat has prepared a draft WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety with the
advice of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Food Safety: Safer food for better health. Two technical meetings
were held virtually in February and April 2021 with the TAG experts to inform this first draft.

The draft strategy shall serve as a blueprint and guidance for Member States to strengthen their national food safety
systems and promote regional and global cooperation. In the meantime, acknowledging food safety is a shared
responsibility, the targeted audience of the strategy should also include consumers, food business operators,
academia and researchers, civil societies, and other international organizations

— — — ~—

Related Highlight

Download
Draft of WHO Global Strategy for Food Safety

WHA73.5 Strengthening efforts on food safety

Online questionnaire

https://extranet who.int/dataformv3/index.php/452373?
lang=en

Related events

5z * - The First FAO/WHO/AU
i&" i,

% International Food Safety
i Je
3 ‘ s Conference
i 12— 13 February 2019
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@I‘)’; g’%ﬂﬂggggh Revision of the draft strategy resulting from the consultation
oL

Topics emerged from the WHO Secretariat evaluation
consultation process
Lack of visibility for food * Ensured both chemical and microbiological risks are mentioned equally in the strategy
safety * Added a figure to specify food safety implications from different drivers
Too much trade focused * Modified texts within SP3 and SP5 to ensure trade components and socioeconomic benefits will only be
Redundancy with Codex and realized when public health goal is achieved
WTO e Consulted WTO, STDF, and Codex to ensure the alignment
One Health * Removed the examples such as MERS, Ebola, and H7N9 to avoid any misunderstanding
* Modified the texts to highlight foodborne pathogens and how they move between environment, animals, and
humans.
AMR and Intensive * Modified some texts related to AMR and intensive agriculture to ensure the strategy presents the facts while
agriculture not make any inappropriate and controversial statements

Changed risk-based to evidence-based to avoid the perception that food safety systems and decision making
should be purely risk-based while ignoring other factors such as economic analysis, whether implementable,

Risk-based vs evidence based

etc
WHOQ'’s role and MS * The revision highlighted a step wise approach at the implementation chapter and a more detailed roadmap will
implementation be developed by WHO to specify WHO activities top support the implementation of the strategy

Coordination with FAO WHO and FAO will develop a high-level coordination plan to harmonize strategic efforts in food safety. This plan
will base on both strategies and will be published by early 2023 after FAO food safety strategy endorsed by FAO
governing bodies in December 2022.

* The revision explains the relationship between WHO and FAO strategies
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150th Session 10 December 2021
Provisiona| agenda item 1g

WHO globa) Strategy fo food safety
Report by the Director-General

INTROD{ ICTION

L Food safety is 5 public health and SOcioeconomje Priority. Foodborne discases haye 4 significang
impact on Public health, Unsafe fooq Containing harmfy] levels of bacteria, y iruses, Parasites, chemica]
or physical Substances makes People sick ang Causes acute of chronic illnesses includmg more than
200 diseases! ranging from diarrhoeq o cancers — anq i, some cases, Jeadg {0 permaneny diwbiliry or

(DALYs) and 420 0gg deaths.2 [ gy, and middlc-inwmt‘ countries are the most alT;:cmd. with an annual

-* Low-
estimated cogp of USs 119 billion i pmduc(i\'ily losses ang medical Ireatment cogg due to the
consumption of unsafe foog,*

2 Talking into accoyny Past experiences, current trends, apq future needs n food safety and public
health, resolution Wi 735 0n :Irmglhunmg efforts on food safety adopted by the Seventy-thirg World
Health Assembly i 2020 urged Member States to Temain commireq at the higheg Political Jeve] g0

and advice,

interests; and to intcgmling food safety into national anq regional policies on health, agriculture, trade,

In turn, the fealth Assembly Tequested the Dirtxlur-Gcnch 10 update the WHO globgj Strategy
for food safety,* jp Coordination wigp the Food ang Agriculture Organization of the Unigeq Nations
(FAO), ang 1n consultation With Member States and the Worlg Orgam'uliun for Anima] Health (OIE),
in order 1o address current ang ¢merging challmgcs. incurpumling new technologies and including

' Key facts: foog safety. Geneva: Wogly Health Organizstion,; 292 s/, who, gy BEWs-room/fycy.
sheets/detail food. s fety. accessed S Novempes 2021).

* WHO estimates of g Blobal burden of foughome diseases: foodiome disease burden EPidemiology referepee group
2007-2015. Geneya, Wogpy Health Organizstion, 20 (tps-//apps. who gty handle/10665/19935¢, accessed
S November 2021

Jaffee S, Hengon 5. Unnevehr L Gryce . Cassou E. The safe fo0q Ction ive: acvelerating progress in low- gng
e- countris, W, . DC: const Development gng T World Byn:
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Some stakeholders of the Global Strategy for Food Safety

Regional FERG

pa rtners
World
Bank
WTO
Global
Donors Strategy for
Food Safety
WHO-
CC
FBO

/cademia

STDF FAO

AMR-
STAG

TAG
GSFS

INFOSAN

Codex

CTF
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¢ Finalization of the text
¢ Publication

e Development of roadmap of
implementation (stepwise
approach, timeline,
milestones, monitoring)

¢ |dentification of tools to be
developed

e WHO Secretariat workplan

e 319 meeting of Technical
Advisory Group

e Mapping stakeholders
(partners, donors, ongoing
regional opportunities)

e Finalization of the roadmap
e Kick-off implementation

eAdvocacy activities
*Development of tools
*lnvestment case
*Implementation activities

*WHO/FAO joint coordination
plan

*4th TAG meeting

*MS to develop implementation
road maps and to make
appropriate financial resources
available to support such work



What we want to achieve with the strategy in 2030

Foodborne diarrhoeal disease incidence estimated per 100 000
population (impact indicator)

Multisectoral collaboration mechanism for food safety events
(progress indicator)

National surveillance systems in place for the detection and
monitoring of foodborne disease and food contamination
(progress indicator)
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fos-strategy@who.int



