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Actions following WHA75(25) decision



0. Decision by WHA 751 
28 May 2022

On standardization of medical devices nomenclature… Decided to request the 
Director General: 

(1) to integrate available information related to medical devices, including terms, 
codes, and definitions, in the web-based database and clearinghouse 
established in line with resolution WHA60.29 (2007) and now available as the 
Medical Devices Information System (MEDEVIS); and to link this to other WHO 
platforms, such as the International Classification of Diseases, (ICD-11)4 to 
serve as a reference to stakeholders and Member States;

(2) to submit a substantive report on progress made in implementing this decision to 
the Executive Board at its 152nd session in January 2023, and its 156 in 
January 2025

6/12/2022 (1) https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA75/A75_11Add1-en.pdf 3

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA75/A75(25)-en.pdf

https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA75/A75(25)-en.pdf
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1. Publication of the Global Atlas of medical 
devices 2022,  Including country profiles

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/364709

Global atlas of medical devices 2022 (who.int)

https://apps.who.int/iris/handle/10665/364709
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240062207


Additional comments sent by member States
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https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/biologicals/bs-documents-(ecbs)/ecbs-oct-2022_executive-
summary_13_nov_2022_ik.15_nov_2022.pdf?sfvrsn=beee3268_1&download=true

Expert Committee on Biological Standardization (who.int)

2. Update of the Global Model regulatory framework. 
Approved by ECBS to be published 2023

WHO global model regulatory framework for medical devices 
including in vitro diagnostic medical devices.

The effective regulation of all medical products has long been 
recognized by the World Health Assembly as an essential 
component of health system strengthening and improved public 
health. 

The 2017 WHO global model regulatory framework for medical 
devices including in vitro diagnostic medical devices (IVDs) has 
provided guidance to countries on the regulatory control of such 
devices.

In light of subsequent technological advances, increasing product 
complexity, and a need to support new developers and regulators 
with only limited experience of new developments in the field, the 
framework has now been substantially revised and updated.

Including a section on nomenclature of medical devices. 

2017 publication ,underwent update Main outcomes of the meeting of the Expert Committee on Biological Standardization held from 24 to 28 October 
2022Approved and for later publication 

https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/biologicals/bs-documents-(ecbs)/ecbs-oct-2022_executive-summary_13_nov_2022_ik.15_nov_2022.pdf?sfvrsn=beee3268_1&download=true
https://www.who.int/groups/expert-committee-on-biological-standardization


Request for proposals   
posted in UNGM

RFP: 
1200 types of medical 
devices due 3 months.

4,000 types in 5 months.
For WHO to upload in 

MeDevIS and other WHO 
platforms. 

6 proposals reviewed. 
Contractors based in 4 

different countries. 
1 company selected  

To map from December 
2022 to July 2023. 

Meetings with 
stakeholders will take 

place.

Define mechanism for 
continuous update. 

Information sessions in 
2023 - 2024

"Mapping of MD nomenclature data, for integration in WHO platforms"
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https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/183294

3. Mapping / cross reference of nomenclature 
terms and codes of medical devices

https://www.ungm.org/Public/Notice/183294


4. Agreements for collaboration in process
To have a framework of cooperation and facilitation of data and integrate available information related to MD 
(code, terms and definitions) in WHO platforms.

Parties:

A) Nomenclature Agencies and data owners: EC, GMDN, ECRI (UMDNS), UNDP-GS1(UNSPSC): 

A) to provide access to the database

B) ensure continuous access to updates

C) and willingness to make publicly available the results in WHO platforms and under Creative Commons 
Attribution IGO License (CC BY 3.0 IGO).

B) Other nomenclature sources:

• Ministries of Health 

• National regulatory authorities

• UN Agencies 

• NGOs with UDIDs or Product Lists, etc. 
12/6/2022 8



WHO MeDevIS Essential in vitro Diagnostics (EDL) ICD-11 UHCC
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https://medevis.who-healthtechnologies.org/

5. Update of MEDEVIS, including links to 
other WHO platforms

https://www.who.int/
https://medevis.test.evidenceprime.com/__VISIT_MEDEVIS__
https://medevis.test.evidenceprime.com/__VISIT_EDL__
https://icd.who.int/en
https://www.who.int/universal-health-coverage/compendium/database
https://medevis.who-healthtechnologies.org/
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MeDevIS &
eEDL

ICD-11 &
ICHI

UHCC &
Smart guidelines

Among WHO electronic platforms 
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Towards: Exchange of information on medical devices 
terms and codes, for regulation, assessment, management 



6. STAG MEDEV  Strategic and Technical Advisory 
Group on Medical Devices, to advise WHO on: 

1. Current and future challenges relative to medical devices and related health technologies…

2. Global policies and strategies on medical devices and their linkages with other health systems elements, to support Universal Health 
Coverage and Global Public Health Security;

3. The adequacy of progress towards the achievement of Medical Devices related objectives set in the World Health Assembly resolutions;

4. Evaluation of the scientific technical and strategic aspects of access to good quality, affordable, appropriate, safe and efficacious medical 
devices;

5. The development, update and implementation of the WHO Priority and Essential Medical Devices

6. Strategies for investment on appropriate priority medical technologies for primary health care;

7. Strategies for increased access to medical devices for early diagnosis, effective treatment, continuous monitoring and protection.

8. Priorities within the Organization and/or relevant technical unit related to the field of work of STAG-MEDEV;

9. Strategic directions to be prioritized on all types of medical devices; and

10. Policies, naming, innovation, selection, regulation, management, safe use until decommissioning.

12/6/2022

Strategic and Technical Advisory Group on Medical Devices (STAG MEDEV) (who.int)

12

https://www.who.int/groups/strategic-and-technical-advisory-group-of-experts-on-medical-devices-(stag-medev)


Policies

• Development of national  policies. 

R&D

• Innovation

Regulations

• Lists of approved MD for marketing in country.

Assessment

• Health Technology Assessment
• Priority medical devices lists

Management

• Technical specifications, procurement and supply
• Installation, inventories, training, maintenance, operations
• Post market surveillance and adverse event report
• Decommissioning, Replacement
• Safe use

Areas of impact of the nomenclature 
of medical devices: 
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