ILLINOIS GENERAL ASSEMBLY

LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH UNIT

PATRICK O. O'GRADY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

January 23, 2009

STATES’ WARN-TYPE LAWS

You asked us to compare laws of other states that are similar
to the federal Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification
(WARN) Act.! a computer search? of the laws of the 15 states?
with the most manufacturing jobs in 2002, according to the
federal Census Bureau,4 for laws similar to the WARN Act found
six states (including Illinois) with similar laws.

Those state laws generally expand on the federal WARN Act, by
requiring employers with fewer employees to notify employees
and others of closings, layoffs, and relocations. The federal
WARN Act applies to employers with at least 100 employees.s
The state laws that we found apply to employers with at least
75 (Illinois and California) or 50 employees (New York, Ten-
nessee, and Wisconsin).® New York also requires notice at
least 90 days before a plant closing, mass layoff, or reloca-
tion, compared to the 60 days’ notice required by the federal
WARN and other state laws.’

Appendix A to this letter compares the major provisions of the
federal WARN Act to those six states’ laws.

We hope this information is helpful. Please let us know if we
can be of further assistance.

Sincerely,

Mol S Cate

Melissa S. Cate
Senior Research Associate
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Notes

1. 29 U.S. Code secs. 2101 ff.

2. We searched a computer database of state laws for the
phrase “worker adjustment”, or both of the words “layoff”
and “relocation” in the same section.

3. Those states in order from most to fewest manufacturing
jobs are California, Ohio, Texas, Illinois, Michigan, Pen-
nsylvania, New York, North Carolina, Indiana, Wisconsin,
Georgia, Tennessee, Florida, New Jersey, and Minnesota.

4. U.S. Census Bureau, 2002 Economic Census, *“Geographic Area
Series United States, Table 3. 1Industry Statistics by
Subsectors for Selected States: 2002” (downloaded from
the U.S. Census Bureau Internet site).

5. 29 U.S. Code subsec. 2101(a)(1l).

6. 820 ILCS 65/5(c); Cal. Labor Law, subsec. 1400(a); N.Y.
Labor Law, sec. 860-a; Tenn. Code, subsec. 50-1-601(1);
and Wis. Stat., subsec. 109.07(1)(d).

7. N.Y. Labor Law, sec. 860-b.
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