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PADRE FRAY DIEGO DELGADO 79

“The quarrels which the Captain and the Padre came to
have over these questions were now declared in public and
even talked of to a certain extent, and both were displeased
with the other, and the Indians were uneasy and half
mutinous. And the disquiet of these latter was increased by
the arrival at that Village of Zaclun of news that Captain
Juan Bernardo de Casanova was now in the Village of Mani
on his march with fifty Soldiers who had been recruited in
Merida to join in the Village of Zaclun with Captain
Mirones and those whom he had with him. All of which
gave cause to the unfortunate events which I shall now
describe.”

Villagutierre (lib. ii, cap. 9) has an account of how Fray
Diego complained to his Provincial of Captain Mirones and
his actions. The Provincial, urging the illegality of Mirones'
projected entrada to the Itzas, and especially that of his
intention to conquer them by arms, advised Fray Diego to
depend for advice as to the course he should pursue solely
upon heavenly inspiration.

Delgado Determines to Anticipate Mirones. “When Padre
Fray Diego received this Reply, he determined (although
with great secrecy) to leave Captain Mirones and to go
himself to the Itzaex. And so he did, nor did he lack the
company of most of the Indians who had come with him
from Xecchacan. He undertook his journey, directing his
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steps toward Tipu; and although there were many trials and
hardships on account of the Woods and rough country
entirely without Roads, Villages and rest from fatigue, his
Indians bore him thither.

“Being suspicious, and knowing the Road that the Padre
had taken, Captain Mirones dispatched twelve Soldiers after
him with their Leader, who was the Standard-bearer Acosta,
in order that they might catch up with him and persuade
him to return to the Captain's company, and, in case the
Padre did not wish so to return, they were to follow after
him and escort him wherever he might go.

“The Squad came up with the Religious just before he
reached Tipu. But the more they insisted that he return to
Zaclun, the more impossible did it become to convince him
and to make him return, so they accompanied him, forming
an
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