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FRANCISCO DE MONTEJO AND HIS SON 41

of the first operations. He quotes as his authority on this
point the Bachiller Valencia, a native of Valladolid, whose
Relacion was made in 1639. Coni, a village in the province
of Choaca,!!! was reached. Some of the chiefs of the region
came to see the Adelantado and were well received; they,
however, were treacherously minded, but their attempt to
kill or injure Montejo was foiled. From Coni the Spaniards
went to the village of Choaca, where their real trials began.

Description of the Campaign. In their early wanderings
the Spaniards suffered greatly from lack of proper water
and from bad roads. Often they found the villages deserted
by their inhabitants or, still worse, bristling with armed
warriors. Led by an Indian whom they had picked up at
Coni, Montejo and his followers traveled through the
province of Choaca to a place called Aké. On the way they
ran into an ambush of armed Indians. The weapons of these
latter consisted of arrows hardened by fire, lances with
sharp flint points, two-handed swords of very hard wood,
and shields made of very large tortoise shells adorned with
snail shells and antlers; their bodies were naked save for
breech clouts of flimsy material, and they were all painted.
Since the Indians were as stubborn as they were brave, and
as the Spaniards found themselves at a disadvantage, being
unable to use their horses properly on account of the rough
country, the fight was a fierce one; the Adelantado himself
acted well, showing the less experienced of his followers
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the best way to combat the Indians. The Spaniards, greatly
outnumbered, kept up the fight all day, receiving many
lance wounds in their faces and bodies; many died; more
were seriously wounded. The horses and bloodhounds also
suffered greatly. Only after a second day of fighting did the
Indians finally flee, leaving twelve hundred of their
companions dead behind them. This first victory over the
Indians took place in the last weeks of 1527. Cogolludo
dwells at great length on the errors of Herrera (Dec. ix, lib.
iii, cap. 3) concerning the founding of Tihoo or Merida and
of Chichen Itza. According to Herrera, Montejo went to
Tihoo, where he came into contact with the Cheles, who
showed him Chichen

1.1 The province of Choaca or Cochva is in the northeast corner of
Yucatan.
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