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Unfortunately, they have completely lost faith.

Why?

Because one fine day they took it into their heads to
question and to reason, and in questioning, in reasoning,
they discovered that their governors governed them no
better than they, simply mortals out of communication with
Providence, could have done themselves.

It was free inquiry that demonetized the fiction of divine
right, to the point where the subjects of monarchs or of
aristocracies based on divine right obey them only insofar
as they think it in their own self-interest to obey them.

Has the communist fiction fared any better?

According to the communist theory, of which Rousseau is
the high-priest, authority does not descend from on high,
but rather comes up from below. The government no longer
looks to Providence for
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About this digital edition
This e-book comes from the online library Wikisource. This
multilingual digital library, built by volunteers, is
committed to developing a free accessible collection of
publications of every kind: novels, poems, magazines,
letters...

We distribute our books for free, starting from works not
copyrighted or published under a free license. You are free
to use our e-books for any purpose (including commercial
exploitation), under the terms of the Creative Commons
Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 Unported license or, at your
choice, those of the GNU FDL.

Wikisource is constantly looking for new members. During
the transcription and proofreading of this book, it's possible
that we made some errors. You can report them at this page.
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