
Ny nome is Natt Suar'oz , formerly of COREls Task Force 1Jl l'ii~"'~:::,:.iPiJL I '::~'1
now working iuth a group that v18call the Neil Or'l.oans Community Orgnnizors (ncc.. j

Our (;')j octi vo, vh.i.ch should be kept in mind, is to girt poopl.o in mot.Lori, He
Hork from tho basic assumption t.hc.t pooplo haae tho ability and ar-c Hilling to
vorlc for tho botterment of their conmurrl'ty, Ho are at.t.omptmg to br Ing tll:·s o't'c'
by sonding in people to canvass and organizo small discussion gioupe on COITJITl.lE ..i.:ty
problems.

Our group has dividod itself into tooms that canvass on area.,? discu.ssing
uhat the people feel their 10co1 and immediate problems ar-c, 'I'hoy try to tie
the individuu.l problems to~other through neighborhood discussion groups; con-
sequently, people LnvarLnbl.y come,through some sort of communi.ty action,
t.ovor-ds CL solution.

At tho present, HO have managed to cs'babl.Lsh fi vo small coranurrity groups
ranging from 25 to 40 por aons , ooch .bTOUP operating independently in rospect to
noichborhood problems. Thoso groups Dl'O~!cirld.~n probloms such as rats,
al.um housing, and hoal.bh conditions. 'l'vo of our moro progrossive groups are
working jointly in boycotting a neighborhood storo; comp:iliui:;lt;3a:..c 0~ovorchorging
small children, raising price] for evening service, discourteous t.r oatmcnb to
\lomen~ and char-g.i.ngof a penny por dollar in cashilng checks.

Our meetings have proven to bo most succos sfu'L, He found poople got a
certain typo of hope just discussing thoir t.r-ouhl os viith their neighborhood
f'r.l onds , and arc \vil1ing to do o.lrnosb anything. l-lost of this is duo to tho fLlc:i~
that ovoryono vant s to got thoir children out of tho jung10 t.hoy 1i vod in"
Per-haps I ahou'Ld cxpl a.in somothing about the community in ",~1ichHOar-o ·Horking•• ,.

l/. is in tho 2nd Hard of NewOr'Loons; an area vhor-o the avovagc income per f'am.i.l.y
~:";;.Jhitoor b'Lack, is under ~~2,500 D. year. Commonplagues "Xc) :. :,l.:::::. ;::":.;:~~-ilhcu s.i.ng

( and lack of oducatd.on, Out door toilots ar o common, somct.lmc.i 'tn' ..ng shared by t::.,
members of c;ight fomi1ios; ono outdoor f'aucob servos the SCUTlenumber of people,
ChildrOll., bocousoof ..the"'''l--±vingcondi.t Lons, suffor continuously from r ashes ,
soros and diseases- seldom, if ever, do thoy soo a doctor. Tho aver-ago f'ol.Lov
of tvonty, has had t.worrty jobs and probably looking for a new one nov, It seems
t.hat ovoryono has boon to j ail for one thing or anobhor-, 'I'horio arc some of tho
pr ob.LomsHO ar o trying to r omovc, Ho foel if they ar-on+t so'Lvcd here and nOH~ tb./
will spr cad to another pr..:;.~Q,f tho city•. Th oso probloms, howovcr , oro not lim:::~ 1
to tho 2nd Hord ul.oue, but ar-c tho most basic oxisting conditions,

Tlro professors of Lou.isduna Stato University are pr opar ing D. sorLcs of S:iJl1P'2..:-,~
fiod cducat.Lonal, bookl.ot s on City Govcrnmcrrt s, its dopar-tmont s , functions and
rosponsibilitios. A bookl.of of instruction shoots on mcbhods of worlcl.ng commmi.ty
grd.ovonccs into officieLL compl.af.rrt s is boing preparod by Liss Judith Fl Loss , This,
1..-TO hope, HOcan roproduco in largo quantities and have one porson in each block
hold wookl.y c1G.siJOSin of.omcntcry bas.Lea of City Govcrnmorrb.

During the summer wo opor-at.od a Froodom School whi ch aver-ages 100 s'tudont s
dilly. Subj cct s taught vor o Negro History, curront ovont s, FTC'n~J::l~Jp<.mish, and
l-iat.h, Thoro was much contact. cst.abl.Lsh cd ,·lith th 0 adult CC1-,~7:..U!:i-i:,yand HO woul.«
liko to continue wor-k "lith both childron and adul.t8 in n tutoring progrnm, That
ur'ca is not fully pl.anncd out yct ,

The spcc.i.al. si 'turrt Lon 01' a S.outhc:'l1 urban communfty pr-ovidco a uniquo s't af'f
problem. For cxamp'l.o, al,though wo don It have to deal. I,d. th tho borodom of a rural
communi.by, vc InUGt wor-ry about the difficulties of t.rnnspor-trrt.lon, the distraction;}
of a Lar'go city, and tho hi.ghnr cost of Ii ving, To moot this " "\



cha LLange , He have Tctonpted to develop :1. Looao.Iy knit group of full time,
par-t t.Lmo , and occ:::tssiono.l vorkor-s, with each person made to foel that his
contribution is needed and desired no IT1'ltter how large or sr.l::tll. This sooms
to be cffecti ve and we h-ive boon -ibl.c to m::J.intain1. good rapport among our-
;Je1vC'G. There i;:; a dailt' go.thcring of workers to discuss and p.Lan act.Lvi t i.ce
and weekly J'lccting~: are eften at t cndcd by members of the corunurrity , :\0 one
of our f;O'lls i C; t .!:)vcnt ua.I.Ly r cp.Lacc our uo.lv c.t: by cornnurrity pcoo.Io , wo cons+.mt.Ly
CLC(HT:'..g') thi,! ~LlJ(l hivc includod throe such people J.1rcady.

FoLl.ovi ng is a br oak-dovn of st tff , its background vmd present activities. It
is lTr,J,;::g8d for convenience according to amount of t.Lmo cpcnt , although this
wi.Ll, v,rYlccordinf,o; to.woj cct noodu and the n=od to provide personal Lncorao ,

Full IiFle
U':'-I'r:;e.J(;nnings--Roccnt gI'::lc11'.~.tOof Di1l'Td Urrl vcrti.t.y, vJOrlcing on the org'll1-

iZJ.tion of::t rrouJi in ::J.3 block area. Tho ::tctivity of tho
Group cent oro QlY) l. nd Lmprovonorrt of hourri ng condi t tcnc, st.rcot c , and small
burri.non s ,

Hltt Sunr cz-c-Long t.Irao vcter.ll1 of the Movement, o rgard zcd t.hcjrroj ect 1 '1Gt
1rJ~n~or1t.rune tho office, ~rnil:tClinG cont.act ,,lith l~e\J 01'10:1118
Clvll lrhts Lcador n, bcg i.nrri.ng to f'orm a cormuni.t.y org::mizJ.tion
Hi the Cn.lliopc Proj cct, org~mizcd .''.round p ,litic'll education.

Ton Vct1r)ntino-- 'mot.hor vcb o'ran of tho Hovcnent, working wi.t h ~1l1 orgrmizo.tion
of taxi c.ib dri vcrs, boginnin[; to develope cent.act.a with 10c::t1
high nchco L and co.l.l.ogo students.

r~rt Tine (Roughly 25 hourG pOI' weck)
Tu'G"Rl.llJ.rd--Gn.duJ.tc -tuc'l.cnt, t-aught in Er oodom Bchoo'L, wi Ll, org'1nizr; a

tutoring progr~>:'. in th-:~ Fa'l L,

Kat.hy B'l.rrc:tt--Horks p'l.rt t i.rao (3~)OC,work·] on the Melpomene Project orp.niz::l.tion,
-ind on dovc'Iopf.ng contact with at.udont s ,

Cat-hy Cndc-i--Gr-ndurrto st.udcnt , volunteer )/fOVC:Dcntwork in HiGf3isfJippi, works
on CO:JT1Ullityorg"1.niz:Ltion with l{'lrgc .Ionrri.nga,

Don-iLd Croclcctt--:(Jiv r: in the conmuni.t.y, scmi.n-rry at.udorrt , at.t ompt.Lng to crga-
ni zc hi::: fri:::ndG i.nd nc.i.ghbor'a around police brutality.

Ed Dubincky--Tu1'lnc U. fl.cl'lty, volunteer work in NiGsi;:{''Jippi, co-o rdj.nat cc
;:It'lff'3.ctivitioc, \..rorke:with Donald Crockett on his org:mization.

f'at l'1orrow--Loyob. U. student, works on Nclpomnnc Project org1.nization.

Jc-,[oSC 'I'hompcon-c-Li voc in the ccramunit.y, painter, worlw on HolpoDcno Project
oY'c;cmiz1.tion.

Rose::l'''..ryHi1li.'l.D8--L 3U ot udcnt , d ~;vcloping 0 rg vm z-rt.Lon in Ca.l.Li.opc Pro j oct ,

Roy Cr.'lHforrl--High schoo L student, dcvc.Lopt.ng cont.act.c vi t.h st.udonta,



Occ':!.ssion'J.l
Bcnrdinc '["lorch--X1.vicr U. Sturknt, wor-ks on Ca.l.Li opo proj cct org1.ni 7,'Ltion.

Jo um F'or:1-:!.n--FrccSouthern 'I'hcnt.or , wi L]. help out. vri, th tutoring prcgrnn,

I\'lY Hoyrrm-c-Ncw Or'Lcane hout.owi f o , Hill help wi.t.h nursery progr"1.T1.

Steve:: 1i.osCJ:.crn.ns--Tul:mc :L'.lculty, will help Hith tutJring progr.!l11.

Di'1nno .Iosoph-i-Loyo In ct.udcnt , works on }1e:lponono Project org::miz ...•.t.Lon ,

'1.11 3t'lff no+bor-n arc rC~Jid(;ntG of New Or-Le-ma,

In addition to t.hosc p"I'C"JOllCwho now vork with us, we voul.d Li.kc to
put. on st zf'f for the noxt s.i.x nont hc , NrfJ. Dottie thnce, ,'1 Loco.L hounow.i.f'o
who uct cd n.;:>offic. socr ot rry during this DW!'lDCr;Hi.Gc~ Judith Flic~2n, vho is
bcr;iIlnin[:: to vo rk on dcvc.lopi ng oducnt i onc.l nnt.cr.LoL; -md l1i:-;s Joycelyn
l'1cI<i~3ick, 1.n cxpor-i cnccd organizer from north Caro.l i.nn, ...•.nd lr1y,>clf--'111 who
ar o in nc--c1 of subo.i et oncc , r:1c'1nint":' ~i~25'1 wook if housing ar r-mgomorrt o cm be
obt.ai ncd f'roo for t.ho so who nrod it.

Our offico npace ir; being donat od by .'l 10c~1 burri nos srnan and aI.l. of our
office cqui pncrrt hn.::; been donat od, Snn.ll C"1.0h corrt.r-i but.Lonn f'r-cm the cormurrity ,
eJ.long with CODe supp.l.i on, hav ok cpf uc opor-rt i.ng until now. This lns been our
co Lo noans of obt.rd.m.ng f'Lnanc i a.L oupoor t of any kind. We ar-o askin{" for your
help to continue "lith our Hark, o.inco it is growing every dny -ind bccorri.ng
'lore- costly. "Lnycontribution you e-m nakc Hill be appr-cc.i nt.cd , Chocks
choul.d be rrido out Ll8 I'o l Lowc ,

NCvT orLcanc Corr=uru ty Orgrll1izen;
1819 DrY'1dGG
i:hw Orlo'1115, Lou.i rri ana


