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: F~br4ary, . 1,. ; 1960 the : place is Greensboro, North . Carolif:la ~ .., .. 
. zfour yot)ng Ne g ro~s . d<:; m~nd . t o be . serve <i at a loc;ql fount~in . and r efuse 
to le~ye lvhen the service .is . denied. What . in ,_ retrospect is : n ~II.leg ,_. the 
sit:- in .movement has . be gun. , Word . returns to . the college campU$ : an.g .<j.;s 
spread -; from :there • to other Ne gro schools throughout . the Sot1th. c:· In' th d 
next two months dozens of campuses become involved. Four years later , 
Fcb~uary : ~;: 1964; th0 • Student Non-violent Coordinating Committ;ee i$ , 
kno~n to all ;who . are interested in th~ civil . ri ghts movement • . It . is 

· geqerc:1lly ; acknowl edged as the · most mili tent of the . ciyil ri ghts qrg - .· 
anizations. .• 
::,; 1;,_ ! thin~ .it .\vO u ld be . ~ruitful for us today to consider ,:t;he . ori gi n s 
of -this . movemen~, - the source of its strength, . it$ direct~on • . and its : 
meaning f~:n~ us"' If . a sing le source of ~nsp iration had to b~ named, . i t 
would ;probably b~ found in the Mont gomery ,bus boycott an,d the - ins p ira­
tiqn :Of . R~ v~ f:l?rtil:t Luther King , Jr. Oth~ rs . point to th~ . long . h ~ story 
of .sit-.ins . s1;c.,tg~d J'.? Y CORE . Dut neithe r o.£ these l e d to ;:1 , fu~l moy~ment 
in the _Squt{l ,~ :r - the l--lont gomery Imp rove me nt Association was :· unsucces.s-

: f~:J,ly sopj.~. d in :a. £e\<J ot;her Southern ci t~es and . the work of ., CQRE:J ; . 
remail}ed in , the haJ1dS of a dedicated minority, ind~ed, a hanq f.ul, who . 
were. , a. y.aluable mo ra l witne ss but neve r at the center of a -mass ; ·;.· 
movement. , . . ' .· . . . · . . ' ... .. ' · ;-

. . CORE ana Kin g were, in fact, distant models for the studept~ ~ who 
began •. th~ ~ sit-: i~s <: ·-- a lmost as distant as · the . works .of .Gandhi ~ll d. i· · 
Tboreau ~ Indeed, . Walden Pond and the march to the sea may have been 
as relevent to these underg raduates as the earlier experience · of . , . .. 

"their black br~thren in the South. Paradoxically~ it may be the very 
: i~plation : cr~a~!fd - b y the f..l cCarthy period. and the institutionalization 
of its ~ premi~e~ . during , the 'SO's that .. provided the climate for new 

: id~as in the $outh. I ~m told by some of the old timers in SNCC that 
circl~s de veloped on the .. Southern Ne g ro c amp uses in the mid. al)d late . 
'SO's .. and that. dis cuss ion i n. thes e circles, e spe cially amon g . Ne gr9 
semi.narians, wa~ ; dee,p a,nd · int ense. He r e wen;; . debated. the ways to • ·. 
freedom • . -The .,Greensboro F o~r :llTere the _first to publicly proclaim \.vhat 

· h.adbe~n j)rl.v ~te!y discuss e q., _ . · .. . • ··. . · ·· 
. . . l \'{ as struck , by the ~ ~nse ,_ ofisolatiqn in which . this , movem~nt . 

gi.few '1hi~e .I, was ;in r1i ssis s ~nP i. ; this p ast_ summer .- There wa~ a l,.IU~~ . . 
v~r~~l . f~ eling in SNCC that we. wer~ the :f1rst to g ~ab the ti ge r . by ~he 
t~il ,-.1 and he wasn't a p ape r cone . either -- and tf!at: " b,efor~ us : the~e ,_ 
had : ~~'en nqt~~rig • . I wqs disabused of these notion~ . by a , ~ise J!liddle 



:aged ·Negr0 in Cleveland, V1ississippi who told me of ·what .. must have 
~~~n a ve~y real movement until it was squashed by the fear and black 
eiodus that followed ' the brutar killing of Emmet Till. 1 

Let me elaborate for a mombnt the importance I place on this 
period of isolation. If McCarthyism disrupted. the continuity of poli t ­
ical generations, it also allowed the new generation to think in its 
own terms without using a language foreign to its experience. If 
McCarthy~sm dev~stated existing movements in its time, it also made 
possibl./3 i the .' g:towth off a ·movement whose internal d'htloguer was not 
h·~mpered! ' bi.' the :rnah~owed · pe rteptibhs;:: and hardened style . that is : pers n­
i'fi.ed itr • the ide'o:logical disputes · I was'· to : hear in NeN: York among ·. 
those~- of : tlH~' olde:r . gene rati on · who , were ' •t rying to understand· how · SNCC.. 

· had happe11'ed · and' i nte'rpret · what it. is doing. What I am suggesting' i s 
·. that · this ·moVement · ow·es its he alth an'd.· vitality, at least in part,. t o 

the sickness that was ' the: ~1cCart:i1)f · e:r a . -' These isolated>conditions' ·' ; 
p'roduced . a:· co r~ · of dedicated· militan-ts . who . are bui !ding· a ' new, :' nolt:;;: :. 
violent American r evolution . ·. The character of that revoaution~ is what 
I would like to discuss ne xt . 

If SHCC' 's uniqueness ,-··stems from theJ period of · isolation in which 
it developed:, · 1. ts :: continue·a strength refle·C:ts the rapid. way in -which 
it broke riut cf that ' isol~tion . I suppose that it ls difficul~ to ~ , 

· recall that SNCC's -first·. demands w-ere not very· dif:ferenti from . ·the.: ::(Y:. 
demands .of the · most moderat e· of the forces i n the d.vil · rights move:-

'·' ment: the· integration of: lunch counte r s and theaters~ libraries.· arid 
swimming ·pools,· and so fbr t h > . We should;· also remember tha.t ·the-
militant manne-r of protest fn'r ·· these rights was one that required 1i t tle 
support"in Southern bl a ck ·coinmunities :~ .:.: :;..All it required \vas a few ·· · · 
students : sick and t ired : of signs that ··sa:id "white- only" or "Negroes on 
Tuesday" and who were willing to challenge with their bodies. the · · ·· , 
structure of power and myth that sto·od behind those sfgris. In its 
begin'nings··, SNCC continued' the tradition begun- by· CORE' ·o.f ; protest <:by 
moral witness · and a dtled _an ingredient of :spontaneity. buti-~;didn't really 
change the ; nature of _the ente'rprise. - .: . . .. ; . . 
· :. Because the · sit-in can be staged'' from isolation, continued invo,lve-
rrient in it is difficult: to" sustain. . ·ft · whs no accident · that -CORE'. ·un:til 
very- recently was: a t i ny organization ,_,·:..; - 'the risks were h ii gh ·, the; :. 
·rel'Tards very distan_t ) ·· Except for >:those<who make w.itrtess to save :: their 
mm souls ~ : wi thout · -'co'ncern for ' the co·ns e-quences of. what .. they do, ' it' is 
difficult to sustain the de sire to act when there: are not ' :too many . 
others around :to a·ct with y ou. ·And· SNCC was having diffiCUlty . ov:er- ­
this probl'em. · SNCG was £ormal ly· organi zed at a · conference~ inc Ralei~h, 
North Carolina, on Ap ri 1 1, 1960 . . The s·umniet· -saw s .frt-ins continue ' · 
throughout the ' Sot1th ~ but as ·the Fall s·emester rnovedL.along, it became 
apparent t hat ·tne'' s it - in move ment would 'he · .,a de'ad..;e,hd movement if. it 
wiere not 'accoffipanied by somethinlg else . · ; Nb'r was · that· something:•eTse 
£-o:und in the · Freedornr Rides of Sl!'mmer '6~=·J .i While: 'an extremely import­
ant· injection of · life' 'into the· so·uthern movement, the Freedom Ride.:,: ;-



lik~ _the sit-in, was here today and gone tomorrow. The Freedom Ride s 
did, however, accomplish somethi.ng else -- they: came at a time wheR 

_isolation w~s no long~r healthyi when the exposure to new ideas wa~ 
nt::eded and helpful to young Negro militants in ·the South. Jails·; ,>like 
Pq.rc;hman peni ten ti ary, became the setting for new ·schools in the ~ So,p th. 
N~gro studerits from the South, whose community w~s iderltified in the 
st;ill loose-knit SNCC, were now to be exposed to the ;ideas and .. , 
disputes of northern radicals ancl ~ liberals~ churchmen and atheists. ­
pacifists and tactical nractitioners of non-violence. 
- The "Freedom Rides ~lso pUshed a new Administrhtion to act. · The 
international implications of Southern Negtoes and their white alli s 
being beaten,jailed and terrorized were too much for the Kehnedys n t 
to act. · (I might say here that the tragic assassination of the Pre s i­
dent is only compounded by a reluctance to analyze what in fact :happ ened 
under his leadership . That he was a personal friend of the ci.vil ·'· 

. rigtlts moveinen~ : is undoubtedly true; that he understood the ma.·gnit.u 1e 
of the problem· or moved to meet it is as clearly untrue.) The• Admi is­
tration' s first approach was to get the demonstrations off the : stree ts, 
out of the public accommodations, into some more manage~ble arena .Qf 
politics. Thus i n the Fall of 1961, the Justice Departmentaoproa.ch e 
SNCC to intetest it irt a pr6gram of voter re gistration in the= South . 
There w~s a fortun ate coiri~idence uf interest~ · For SNCC, here was , 
pro~ram that could begin to mobilize the energies that no longer 
fb~n~ _ satisfaction in the sit-in; for the Administration, here was a 
way, ~~ ~o it appeared then, to g~t civil rights politics off Xhe 
stree(s .and into the Courts with, perhaps, the possibility of ;a new 
base for the Democratic Party. With Administration aid, fun-ds were 
made. ava~lable for voter educa-tion campaigns in · the South. SNCC pro­
vided' mpst of the manpower and got the least money, but it was 
eno'ugh to. cov.er irregular $10 per week salaries. The Justice Depart­
ment al~o prbmi~ed to provide protection and legal support to voter 
registration efforts. 

Voter registration proved to be all important in changing the 
direction ··of SNCC.. The isolation of campus arid community was·. radi;c­
ally changed. If anything, the new SNCC was in danger of lo,sing _its 
ties to the campus as its field secretaries became parts of .the p;qverty 
s 't ·riken black communities in ~lississi-ppi, Alabama, southwest G~o.rgia, 

,Arkan,sas , and elsewhere ;in the: South. And it is at this' point :i,I). its 
<' ~i.s't_oty that something else happened in SNCC. And this I, say with 

hesitatiorr ' because it is a 'phrase that I think has bee~ grea~ly : 
.abused. _ .There emerged in SNCC a new man. The summer soldiers, dropped 
from th& battle, arid there remained a core of dedic~ted field secre­
taries ~hd~e lives were inextricably bound to the future of mill~ons 
of blacf 0 tenant farmers, domestics, sharecroppers, Unemployed, ~ay 

· laborers' . · · · · , 
. . _And here I would like just to . mention what I am sure _ is ;well 
known to , all 'of you here. -' Conditions in the Deep South' Jo,r the vast 
majority of Negroes, are · little ·different from what ' they- we ·re in . 
slavery. The rural Negro ·is totally ' dependent on the plantation 



· he }las np rig~ts before th~ . owner, h~ owes ·.· his , soul to the · company 
store, his children . at an. early , ag .~ begin to drag the cotton . sack 
b~hind , them; ' he is clos~ be ,bcing cilliterate and~ betause ~f the unique 
character of. his enslav~ment , , , he _has been robbedof his .· identity. ·; · The 

· p~or blacks of the South . represented, \}ntil only yesterday, a tragic 
combina~~on qf : the ,Sjcilian ~ommunities made famous b~ Dolci~ atid the 
victims ~ of Nazi conceri~ration . camps. Politics :was, ·for the majority, 
white folks busirie$s~ To ~ some ~ it was only colored ; folks business 
if you were . a mini~t e r, . a doctor, a . teacher or a lawyer. · . It .'took a 
montll. for somy of t;he people I met ,:i,n Greenwood to be .able to ·tall 
me . ''Mike" rather than . "Sir" -or ,;Mr. Hike.'' . . 
· .. _" Ii .~ as the cixperi~nce ~£ thfs . e~slavement, I think almost :as 
shocking to some .of t ije border .s-tate Negro SNCC workers as it was' to 
me, 'tliat shaped the .be ginnings of a fundamental examinatidn ·of American 
society by the more th.oug~tful ,aczti vists inside SNCC. They met 'two 

_classic problems: p ove rty .and alienat.ion. Their ability to dea1 with 
them in a fresh ' wq.y owe.s' at lea,st in part' somet"ltin g to the days: of 
isolatiO'Ii which .suiroun.4ed the b_e girmings o . .f SNCC.; ·It is as a . . . 
group· with '.its .own ideil:tity, though weakly def;ined, ;with a commoti 'his­
tory .of eJ(pe rienqe,, w;ith t he me .chanisms of internal dialoeue·, t·ii th . 
the strength ·of character. to re.sist various northern · youth who ' sought 
to give ~t leadership . ;from on·. high, ,it is with all this that ' SNGC now 
examines ·· t;he me:'anfng o;f; i t s experience, in the ' South.. I still hear, 
at dif£-e'rent·. ti J1le,s, talk amon:g,-nor-thern students . ·of going South t -o 
give ideologic:al : perspective to the southern. movement. I can only ' 
say · that ·"{e. should ,h:ave lea;rned th:at th~re is no place for ' this kirrd 
of arrogan·ce 'in a deinoc.rat i c .movement. . . : 
· · · ivh~~ i ·s · hP,pperiing , in the South is the development of a style 
and a mode of , an alysis t}1at is closely wedded to the expereince in· the 
South of the s·Ncc : field secre,t ,aries , :who are so deeply · involved• in - the 
li~es 6£ their black brothers and sisters. · · 

I th~nk now,having sa~d this much, !ought : to try to outline . 
lvhat: is the 'SN(:C po,int of v,iew. I do . this with hesitation and with 
the 'warning th.at' no s ingie st aternent ;: like this exists~ and, ind{:)ed ~ : no 
single vfew exisf.s l'fithin SNCC.. · .· In .fact, ,you may be learning more ' 
ab6tit wHat I t6ink ought to b~ SNCCis point of . ~iew than what it ·iri 
f ~ct is. : That, I suppos e, , iS ' th~ . r ]; sk of all theorizing.· . 
- · Furidamen~al , to the SNCC / view is . the desire t6 free-- ~oltically, 
econo~icaily, ~6ciall~ a~d ~p~ycbolog i cally -- the millions ~f cinsalv&d 
Negroes in ' the .. South to<l ay. . , • .. .. · · · · · ··. 

Politi~ally, .SNCC sees voter re gistration .as the .key to fr~edom ~ 
Nhere . the Negro, .once ,-enf,:r;anchi:sed; ii s to go with his vdte is certainly 
in doubt. l1J?.ti1 v,ery rec~J)tly, . ;there : was .little ·question o·f the t,.,ro-. 
party syst~~ i~ SNCC. Ho~e~e r, at the recent Washington conference, 
SNCC leader Robert :Moses .open-1y .questione.d whether .freedom .'could C()l!le 
to the South thr:ough ei,t iher _of ; th~t poli:ti:tal .parties there. The bu::t.ld­
fng of ·an electo r al· app a,r .atus: a .I; Q:U!ld• th.e Mississippi mock ~lection ·· 
sugges t.s the poss ihi i ,i ty, of s .ta~ e .o.r ,-regi onal ·pa>rties that ope tate· 
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. outside the framework of the Democratic and Republican Parties in 
· t~Ei South~ . . w:lth the possibility of independent movement in this 
di rectiOJ1 nationally '()'r the formation of direct ties to northern .. 
se~tidns of the Demociitic or Republican partiesw 
. , Only recently, the . voter registration appro·ach has begun to b'e 

ser1ous ly re-~x~1ined.The total absence of Federal protection fo·r 
the right to resister and to vote suggests the dimension ·of the prob ­
lem. It .· is clear that Negro ·voters could change thewhole complexion 

: of the ' ~duth and of the nation; it is not so clear how ' to get them 
tegistet~d. It is ' in this connection that SNCC Chariman, John Lewis , 
s~eaks of a massive driv~ to register Negroes in Mississippi this 
summer. Lewis suggests that only by getting tens of thousands of 
Neg~oes into the stre~ts seeki~g to register to vote will it be 
possible to force the federal givernrnent to enter the situation. 
But, it is unclear whether the troops will ' do anything more than. 
preserve law · and order " That:. as far as I know, is ahrays the role £ 
outside ttoops~ They do not bring justice; they preserve the status 
quo. It will, r · think, require inore than a crisis in i,'fissi·ssippi . to 
bring justice to Mississippi~ It will tak~ a national movement near 
ihe ·proportion of the ' March on Washin ~ton to · force the federal govern -
m~rit to ~d~e to bring justice to the South. : • · · 

SNCC has · begun to makei the allies necessary . fo ·r such a nati0nal 
:t:h rust~ Iii Hattiesburg, ori1y 1 as t week, ·SO mi:rtiste rs. representing 
Presbyterian and Episcopal cong regations across r the -, country, joined 

. tvi th SNCC field · secret aries to bring hundreds of:: To cal Negroes t0~<th e 
. Court House to encounter Registrar, Theron Lynd •. ··At the. SNCC ·nation al 

conference, leaders of UAW, Packinghouse and other unions played an 
important role -- though I ' 'fear t ·hat most of them· fail - to grasp what 
is happenini in the Sotith . 

. · I mi'ght add that . SNCC' s concern for political freedom. is not 
limited to the Deep South. , It · is our commitment to , political •freedom 
that is' the basis of a pol_icy that brings SNCC speakers before poli t­
ic.al gro'Ups of all p·ersuas 'ions, from' conservative to · radicaL · At the 
root of th~s is a faith in the democratic process even if it is contin­
ually abused and if its· ·premises are ignored by the practice s < of 
local, staie and fed~tal g6vernment. ' · 

· Economically, SNCC knows "it faces deep and se-rious problems 
uhbse solution cannot be f 'ound on a r~_gi'omH basis!. · · Unfortun:a:teJ;y 
th.e · Missis's:lppi 'pbli,c:e -have my files with facts a:nd :figures :on the 
Missi :s~dppi economy'/ sb I cannot be as precise as· ·I -' would like to . be. 
The . 'tl,o.lrries County She ri£f• .also has a tape I made of; Bob Moses add'ress­
ing ' hi'mself to this question. If I had it, I wo:uld stop ta1kin'g -right 
now an·d 'play it for you:. '. To the already existing problem. of poverty 
is now added ·the mechanization :of cotton piclcing -artd 'the use of 'chem­
ical sprays to kill weeds dJ1CG chopped ·hy-)'hand. Bbth of these have 
been self-consciously introduced into tlie Mississippi Delta area to 
for'ce Neiroes to leave :th-'e ·aJreas in wh-ich they form a potential . 
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majority vot:e. Add.· to this .firings ,, evictions, withholding of c'redit 
and othe r economic sanctions again,st Negroes who .become invol_\ied in 
the movement. Add, f .inally, the total discrini"ination in new 'industrial 
emp:loyrnen.t ., 1 itt l e enough as it is . to .be.gin with, and in various 
federal ;p.r ,_ograms you ,have a crisis in f.'li.ssiss ippi. As Mrs '. ~·anny Lou 
Hame ;r .put it one day in ,guleville, "I hear. pe_ople· talking ~ab'out the 
panic Of ;the '30 Ys -- Wc;ll. We'Ve been in a paniC all OUr l'iv'es.ti 

. SN~Gworkers are attempting despera~e}X to cope with ''this. At . 
the pol1cy level, they have u~ged a mass1ve p~ogr&m of federal spending 
to meet social needs · -- spending for schools, hospitals, homes, and 
so forth. · They are also seekling ways to \vork within e·x i sting prog,rains 
such as ARA and MP'I'A, meager as they are. Self-help programs ·are ·· '' 
being investigated anCI. :;co-ops are now in operation in Selma, Alabama, 
and Ruleville, Missi~~ippi. Finally, national campaigns for food and 
clothing J ar~ organiz~d .to meet actual starvation, conditions that ·. 
exist for ; too many Negro families in the South. And, as a ' sideline, 
SNCC workers -in Atlanta have served as union organizers when the AFL-CIO 
and Teamsters didn't want to get , involved. · 

~ None of this is extraordinary. I think the uniqtierie~s b£ SNCC 
is to be found in its progr~m to deal ~ith probl~~s cif id~rttity and 
fuotivation in the Black Belt ., of the South. Here I feel on less 
steady :.around; the problems ' are certainly not as clear -- and the. 
solutions ·, are more. remote. I ,think there is. a belief widespread in 
SNCC that every man must be · l'e .ached-; there is a belief in the dignity 
and worth bf ~very individual; their is a commitment to the creatirin 
of those institutions in which each person can express that which _is 
in , him. This is the Be loved Community of which John Lewis speaks.' 
SNCC is really concerned with the development of new men ~- not 
in the ~uture~ not the product of a transitional period, not the 
result bf the work of a £elf-conscious apparatus creating conditions 
.f;o:r this ··kind of freedom ~fter other probl~ms are solved, but new men 
i'WhO' are .. ;cteveloped and ,who . . d_evelop themselves in the yirocess of the 
struggle: .for freedom. Thus the first priority in every SNCC project 
is 1the dev.elopment , of local .leadership; · ~hus in SNCC is there the · 
consciousness of racial h istory' the un(ierstanding of the , needs t 'o ' 
eliminate .from black cons ciousness the · d"~sire to be white. But·, a:i{d 
equally important, especially for most .6£ us here, is .the view that 
this consciousness does not depend on the exclusion of whites fro~.:. 
those to .be. :saved. ·Born>wing from the ,.nationalists, then rising .' · 
above them, SNCC is creating . in its co~rqunit,y cente :r· program ,in th1e, 
South, the institutions in which the futlnes's of free men will be 
e~plored an·~ l iiJ. . which tfle nee~,s ' of m~n -fighting fci~ £:eed~m 7~ : , . • / . 
11 teracy, hls[tory, he'1.11:.h, ch :l:ld car,e, and so on -- '\jlll be met~ . ·· , 

I was Struck, wh,en ;John Lewis w,as here, by the ease with wh'idi 
he discussed : the need for an integrated ,America rind t~e ne~d: fo.r "a 
black identity~ - ,the t;w.Q, were . not exciusi ve, rather e,ach the ,-nec·es·sary 
counterpart of the other .. And in his discussion with local Afro­
Americans, he was not outflanked in a commitment to the black 
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revolutions of Africa. These Lewis sees as part of what he is build ­
ing, to be studied and to be a part of, but not to mechanically 
apply to the conditions he faces. 

As the break with the past was a necessary condition for the 
emergence of this fresh movement in the South, so is the . new inter­
national situation part of what will be its success. The world is a 
more complicated place today than many thought it to be. I was in 
an informal gathering with some of the recent visitors from the 
Soviet Peace Committee and we were discussing the Sino-Soviet disput e . 
The discussion tri gge red a series of thoughts: China trades on 
nationalism in its dealin gs with the third world; Spain trades with 
Cubs; France affords reco gnition .to China and accepts the Oder--Nisse 
Line; the U.S . and the U.S .S.R. move hesitatingly toward detente. 
This ·se tting is part of the world which makes SNCC possible as some ­
thing new in America, 

I would like , in concludin g , to return to an earlier statement 
I made and here modify it. I guess I havn't lost the academic habi ~ 
of the footnote. I said that SNCC' s early isolation was valuable 
and traced it to the period of McCarthyism. I think it also must 
be said that a price is paid for that isolation, The price is the 
loss of a continuity wi th the past and, with that, the danger of 
refusing to learn from history. In part, we in SNCC try to resolve 
this by dis .cussing what we are and where we're going with as many 
peDple and groups as will give us a platform. No two SNCC workers 
will sound alike -- I hope I've made that clear-- but there is al so 
a core of shared values , and I hope I've made that clear too. I 
think a phrase used by Ch uck McDew is apt to conclude: 11 lVe who 
h ave fought to make the world safe for democracy must now fight to 
make democracy safe for t he world." 
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