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the Los Angeles CORE-lator

When the Negro struggle was purely in'
the Souph and fundamentally about publie
accommodations, the problem was very sim-
ple -~ Montgomery about the right to ride
in a bus; the sit-ins about the right to
eat; then the freedom riders about the
r1ght to ride from place to place. ...

When the revolt moved tothe North, and
the Negro people attacked the problems of
jobs, schools, housing, they wereno lon-
ger dealing with something which Negroes
alone can win; because we do not have the
economic and political strength; because
if you touch hoosing, jobs and schools you
are ultimately having to get thesemillions
and villions of dollars from Congress.
You cannot merely sit in the street or
climb a crane to achieve this.

Therefore, when the revolution moved
to these three fundamental things for which
the Negro alone did not have sufficient
power (for any 20Negroes can integrate a
restaurant in the South if they are pre-
paredto go to jail over and over again),
they found they cannot get work or houses,
or they cannot integrate schools, unless
the trade union movement and the churches
and others come to their aid. ...

EXPLAIN TO ALL

Therefore, I appeal to you, profoundly
and deeply, to join the movement; to come
into it; to stand up to people who do not
understand; to explain to them what truly
is happening, that it is their cnild - not
black children - first their own children
who are being crippled.

Now, if tnis does not happen I would
like to tell you what I think is going to
hapven to labor. When men donot have work
they are seldom interested in principles.
... More and wmore poor whites and poor
Negroes will come out against everything
that the trade union movement stands for,'
unless the trade union movement 1is pre-
pared to embrace them.

You will find them coming out forright-
to-work laws. You will find them coming
out for open snop. Youwill find them com-
ing out against seniority, not oecause
they believe in opposing it, ovut because
they are 50 desperate without work.

Tnat’s wiat you and I can fight together.
Alone we cannot fight. ...

what we need and what we must have now
is black men, white men and brown men who
recognize that there isno freedom for any
man, no dignity for any man unless he has
a job and can support Limself.

A PROGAAM

Therefore, I propose to you a
grai.

Numver one: since private industry in
this country eitner cannot, or will not,
put all men back to work, we must insist
that the government, the public sector of
this economy, Dbecome an employer, and that
any man who wants to work ought to have
it.

..pro-

" his head and says

Number two: not one of your sons, dear
friends, not one of them, not a single
mother’s son today in the United States
knows what to plan and train for in the
face of automation.

Practically all the young people in
school today who learn to be typists will
not be needed as typists by their junior
year in high school, so somebody scratches
we will make medical
technicians out of them.

But then we discover thnat four years
from now we won't need any more medical
technicians, it is all being automated.

.Until thnere is planning in this eco-
nomy we cannot know what to train young
people for, and we must insist that there
be planning.

.Number three: we must nave a public works
frogram which involves billions of dollars
in order to put people back to work now,
not next week, hoet a week from next Thurs-
day.

People say tome, “Mr. Rustin, what are
you going to do with the Negroes who come
out of Mississippi, Georgia and Alabama?
They are 30 years of age, 40 years of age,
they nave three children, and they nave
a tnird grade education.”

1 know precisely wnat we can do with
them, we can put them to work building
roads, schools, hospitals, parks and num-
bers of other things. ...

SPIRITUAL REVOLT

Let me conclude by saying, my friends,
that the actually unique thing about the
civil rights revolt is spiritual.

Where else in the history of these Uni-
ted States have you found a leadership
which urges on the people non-violence?
where there are dogs, cattle prods, fire
hoses, churches bombed, children killed
in cnurch, and yet every responsible Negro
leader says to tne Negro peorle, ‘Do not
return evil for evil, turn the other cheek.
It is hard for you to do, but you must do
it because we are not here to make war on
white people; we are ultimately to live
in peace with tirem.”

Sure, you can have a Mau Mau in Kenya
because all tne British are going home
anynow. You can get away with it. In Al-
geria you can drive the Frenci out with
guns, because you are amajority and they
are a minority; but in this country tne
vlack man is a minority.

But the people who believe in progress
and good and justice in the trade union
movement, in the churches, amongst ¢the
intellectuals, amongst the poor —it is our
grasping their hands that makes us a part
of themajority for progress and good will.

I, therefore, have pledged and pledged
again that although I may be arregsted 23
times more ~ puton achain gang again - I
hope that Almighty God will make it pos-
sible for me nonestly to say I would not
want to harm one hair of one nead of one
white person, for I am dedicated not to
injury, but toovercoming injury witn de-
cency.
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