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SNCC-1966

Comments by Stokely Carmichael, Chairman
Studens Nenviolent Ceordinating: Committee

Qver the years, SNCC has been concerned above
all mith making cbanges in 1he dafly lfe ol mpover-
ished Southern Negrots — basic changes, oot “token-
jsm."” Almost from its start, in 1960, SNCC reghzed
that poiitical and economie power was the key to this
and that Negro<coamolled political groups must be
formed to achseve it.

Disenfranclisement. maintained by racist terror,
made this impossible at that time. The right to vote
had to be woo. add SNCC worlers addressed them-
selves primatily to wmn'mg the vote from 1961 to
1965. That s'ruggle wag eased, though far from woa,
with the paccage of the 1965 Votipg Rights Act.
SNCC workers could then address themselves to the
lopisaics of seif-determinaton; getting a Negro sheriff
ioto office, winning power,

Black power means that in Cowodes Counity, Ala.
(80% Negro), for example; it a Negro is elected tax
assessor, he will be able to tax eguitably and chaanel
fuods for the budding of better roads and schoois
scrving Negroes, If clected shenff, he can end police
brutality. Where black people lack a majority, it
meéans proper representaton and sharing of control
On the state or ratiomal level, it means that black
people can say to white authorities, “We geed X mil-
lion dollars to ix oor roads. and we have X millien
votes btehind ve.” Withoot power, they can only say
“Please — we need ii.’”

The thrust of our program today is, thercfore,
political organizing to win that power, This will vary
accordin® to the situation n ¢ach community. In At-
lanta, Julian Bond is ninning in the Democrotic pri-
mery — but with an mdependent platfotin geased to
the needs of kis comstitnenss. In cerain Alabama
counties, we found that Negraes did mot fee) they
coold win redeess within the Démocratic Party — the
party of George Wallace, "Bull" Coooor and Al
Linga; the party whose Chzirman i oac county wes
a man accused by the federal povernment of evicting
Negroes for registering to vote. We therefare helped
form frecdom oymwnizalions which nominoted mde-
pendent candidakes for cwn%;;ﬁoe on May 3 of this
year — also the date of the ofTatic pnmary. Be-
cause of an Alabama law which could have been used
tc Jovalidate the freedom conveations on the grounds
that pecple cagnot vote in two primaries, SNCC ad-
vised Negroes in the freedom Patty couniles not to
vote in the Democratic primary, (This decision wes

interpreted by the press as a boycott on voting al-
togelher.)

We scek, theo, to create power bases wisich can
make important changes in daily life oa a local level
and go on to change ststewide or natioowide patteras
of oppression through acgetatina from strengh ralher
than weakness. Negsoes cannot form political alliances
with the white community uniil they have that strenpth
and until there are whites with whom thev can form
coslitions — which is not the cesc in the Deep South
today. But it iz ooe of our hopes and goals to en-
coorage poor whks to build a8 base with which poer
Negroes may eventually combine their streagth.

Bssentidl in the process of organizing Negroes to
win power 1§ the conquest of fe:.r and the development
of "black cousciousness:” self-respect, pride in the
histoiy of black people, owr cultize and institutions.
We must change the attitnde expressed by ae Alabama
Negro who voted for the white shewiff on May 3, say-
mp “We aren't ready to have a colored shedff. The
white folks wouldn't have liked that a bit.”

The acquisition of political powe: rzsponsible to
black people is the current sta@e in our stniggle to
createa seciety in which people can make free choices
as ¢quals about all aspects of their daily lives. This is
our goal and cur concept of integrasion. Too often
the goal “intzgraiion” has been based on a completz
accepience of the fact that in ovder to have a decent
hause e¢ education, Negroes most move igto a white
neighbochood or %3 to a white school. What does this
mean? First of all, it reinforces among bosh Negzoes
and whites the idsa that "white” js.antornutically hetter
and that “bleck" is by dehaivon infcrior, Secondly, 1
allows whe nation to focus. for example. on a haedfu)
of Negro childrea who finally get by Southere racist
mobs asd into white scbools, and o igoore the 94%
who are left behind in uaimproved, afl=black schoals.
Such situations w:ll not change untl Negroes have
political power —to coatrol their own school boards,
for example. With the achievement of such counvl:
Negroes can become truly equal —and integration
then becomes relevant, meaningful,

None of this thinking is new in. SNCC, “Pro-black™
has pever meaot “anti-white”” — undess whites make it
g¢o. We coafinue to believe, as always, that SNCC’s
leadership must be black. We have concluded that
Nezroes make the best organizers in Southern Negro
ocemamunities because they eocourage the idea that
Negroes cart do something fur themselves. '[His re-
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Bebind the Houtile Press Cameaign Unleashed by the Election of Stokely Casrmichael

SINCC Does Not Wish to Become A New Version of the White Man's Burden

We hope white libesals will pot be taken in by the &l;?
campiga agzioe the Sludent Noa.Violent Coondinating 2
mittee sibce Stokety Carmichuel succeeded Jobn Lewis s nz-
tional crziamn  Wlite sympathizers with the Negto have 1o
keep scvemal things in mind, One is that ia 20y movernent
the loverage owited by the moderares depeods an the exist-
eoce of an extemist fringe. The sxond is that a cerinin
amcant of black naiioealism is incvitable amemp Negroes:
they connot reach equldy withont the cestatation of pcide
in theowelves as Negroes. Tbe thied is that this cannot be
achieved unless they deam to fighbt for themselves, not jost
as wards of white men, no aixx bow sympathetic, SNCC
is reacting, a@iast a new versien of the White Man'’s Basdon,

Fresh Approach (o Southern Polities

No white man teilly knows wiwut it is like to be shut into
the ghara, “The Negro,” as Martin Luther King s3id in o
vivid phrase on CBS Fare The Nation May 29, "is stitl smoth-
ering 1 aa air-tight cage of poveryy in the midst of this very
2Murnt somety.” Foc the white sympathizer, the stroggle
agairst the ghetto s an act of plulanthropy; for the Negro,
it is & baitle to save himeelf, oot just fram poverty Lot from
3 conosive slf amirmp®.  The ghwetto dweller distruss the
white SNCC warker. Mr. Commichael's idés of raxwung
blade SNCC wodkess from Natthem ghetioes 19 prychologml-
ly scond. His ides of using white SNCC wotkess tu asgan-
e the Soutbern poor white (o the point where jownt action
between white and black becomes possiblc opens fresh pers-
pbvs o Southosn politics.

The wonderful white boys and gids who went South in
the past few years helped to thaw ocat the Negro from poli-
tical decp fraeze. But now that the bartie has shifted from
the simpler symbolic ects of ettmpg at 2 segregared lunch
counter oc in 3 segregased enaiting coom to the harder a0d
more complissted msks of winniog » rexl ecooomic and sock)

equalty, the job will have to be dore by Negrags themselves.
These are neot tasks for a sumoms adventure in  bttween
classes. They can only be eoxmnplished if Negroes arc mo-
bilized to catry oo for themnsrtvey.  In such dreas as the Bladk
Belt, wbere the Negio s & majority, this maans socking ms-
jority rule and that means Negro mijorilses. Otherwise the
Nego 32 e mercy of a whike minodty. In Lowndo
unty, Alabama, for example, where the Negzo third paty,
Btk Panther mosemeot, erigineted, the whie Shenf? has
deputired evary white man over 28, To be a deputy is o
bave the nght to orry = gun, and 10 have & kind of Guating
lienee to shoat Negroes,

This i3 the b d againg which one must sead Car
audhacl's stalement, “We feel Ut mregratian i$ irrelevant; it
is just o sabstitute for white sigremacy, We have got to go
aftec political power.” He asked a0 andience in Washiigton
last wekend, "How are you geing te integrate a share-
cropper @alang $3 3 day with a plagtutifo-gwner emking
$20,008 a year?”

Some people were shoacked by Mr. Cacmicharl’'s aogry re-
auk, “We want quality edusstion. not wstegumed advation,”
But heie 1 believe he expresses the reacboa of Soatben Ne.
£0¢s (o the biteer experience of iekgrtion, The Wall Sr.
Joarma) (May 26) carried 3 sary, “The Lowisihle Wall” ca
tbe ostracism and the tumilishoo vesited on those few Ne-
grocs who have often lterally dsked their lives to get indo
white schools. Many are deaving, This frightened bandfo)
in white schools oaly distracts attention (tom the aeed for facs?
take eduction in the Negro scheols. This is just as true in
the Noith where the Negro shoals sre segreghd by the
fiight te the suburhy, Only by impamved schanling cn the
Negm be fitted (0 compete as an equal in a hashle whibe
wodd. To diswiss this as Negio azbanatam is asther fair
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