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"Keep vour cue-stick chalked."
=Junebug Jabbo Jones-



Education, as it is now constituted, is a disruptive force
to the needs of Afro-fmericans and the Afro=fAmerican community, To
focus on this thesis, it is necessary to discuss the beginnings ard
history of Negro educstion,

The first schools black people attended, were slave breaking
schools, where black men, women ard children, would have their
spirits broken in order to meske them into obediant servants of their
white mesters. The history of our education in the United States
carmot be seperated from this f=ct.

In Africa, Asias, etc,, education grew out of what people
had to do in order to survive and the need for one generatien to
pess on to the mext the knowledge mscquired through experience. But
in America, where white men and black men met, this wes not the
cases In America, some men were taught to be masters, and others
were taught to be slaves.

Mass edwetion in the United States grew out of the need to
rationalize racism and exploitation in the United States., It is
important te understerd this if we are to begin to effectively deal
with the problems of edication we face today.

The first Negro colleges were set up for the half-breed or
2illegitimete” children of white sleve owners. The white man
understood then, as he does now, the necessity of splintering the
Afro=fmerican community, The most effective mechanism for affecting
this has been the tauyght and bred-in orientation towards a white

cultyre projected =s superior,
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There are many historical examples of how Negro educational
institutions have abdicated their responsibilites to the Afro-
amarican community, and embraeed the coneept of white supremacye
During it's early days, Howard University required you to sub-
mit a pleture of yourself before you were admitted. Of evurse,
the picture established your toleor eredentizls. "If white, all
rights if black, get backs" along with the "palm test'e——wthe palm
of your hand had to come damn close to the color of your face in
erder for you to get in.

At Fisk University, the Fisk Jubilee Singers were "happy and
satisfied", educated darkies, in the finest of white cultural traditiong
and to this day, are acclaimed for eptatlishing much of the praminence
and validity of Fisk University. They sang before Queen Vistoria of
Britian (which at that time was the mzjor colonial forée oppressing
cur colonial brothers and gsisters around the world———-"ths sun never

geta en the Britigh Empire," "take up the white mans burden’ and

that sort of rot) and were acclaimed gret because they sang by
white standards (four part harmemies, rounded tones, and proper
diction), and didn't pat their feet, shout, and get happy—----yalll
know, smbarrass the race.

Booker T. Washington, and his policy of accommodation is
another example of MNegro education. Tuskeegee Instituite was attempi-
ing to provide Negroes with "“industrisl educction'. 4% the beginning
of io 20th cenbtury, the Industrislists who Eincncod Bocker Te
knew industrial education was not going to do the black man any
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good. It was outdated, and could only keep the black man in tasks
of menial, servile, labor. Today, there is a statue of Booker Te
mr Toskeepasls campus, in which he is supposedly raising the veil
from over the head of = young Negre who ig kneeling. At least

some peoble say that he is raising the weil; probably he is lowering
it. Bubd, supposing for the moment that he iz raising it, that
statue stands £8 & symbol of the fact ‘of Booker T.fs acceptance of
the concept of Afro-americans' inferiorify----that Afro-americans
had to be paised and unlifted to the level of whites. In other
words, Booker T. was a white supremist (an instdious example

of the white war to annihilate feelings of blackness i1s found

in the number of Negro schools naned Booksr T. Washington)s

At every leval, the history of our edusation has heen motion
towards white standarda of culture, or 2 white pesture, which was
somehow supposed to be superior. Edueated Negroes were set up as
a separate ¢lass, the modsl toward which the community should
agpire in order to be considered "eivilized", or on the way to
progress. Negro progress is measures by it's eloseness %o total
imitation of the white model,

Another example of the orisntation towards whiteness, it
reflected in the srientation of freshman males at Howard University.
On the first night of residence, freshman males are gathered onto
the top of Drew Hall and warned of the dangesrs of the surrending

community of northwest Washington. VYblock boys" beat up Howard
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if they have to go out at night (to be avoided if possible), try
not to go out alome. Avoid community parties, Always, the posture
of the university is how to defend yourself from thet sevage, wiid,
uncivilized community. They are saying in fact, "yow!re better than
those niggers. You might get your picture in Fbory Magazine."

This is a double tregedy, because 1) Howard University students
are subject to zll the sbove dangers. Howard is &n slien in what
could be a responsive commurdty; and 2) given what it is oriented
to, it seems {mpossaible for Howard to change itself in order to
become relevant to the needs of the Afro-Americans community around
it, Therefore, it stands as a source of frustration in the eyes
of the Afro-fimerican community that surrounds it, subject to the
hostility that flows from what it (Howard) denies.

Howard is typical of Negro schools. To describe them in
terms of what they really are is to call them iE!_.',m'lds of whiteness
in a sea of blackness. These schools relate to the white community,
and feed Individual Negroes into the white community, that is they
teach these individuals how to step on the backs of their black brothers,
"up" towards whitey, and/or act as a buffer =nd transmit the white
message and culture into the AfrocdAmerican communities, In a real
and profound sense, Negro schools are only inportant as they relate
to the white community, They tell the Afro-American people that you
are inferior; that you have nothing to offer; theat you are mot worth
giving amything to. Negro educational institutions are very much
vulnerable to gquestions from Afro-Americans as to why they should be
allowed to exist if they econtinue to play swuwech a destruotive role in

pur communi ty.
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If we accept the proposition that Negro schools are white=
oriented, and geared not to the reed of Afro-Ameries=ms, but to the
needs of white supremecy, then to examine lMegro edwation is also
to examine in part the nature of education in this country. The
idea of edication as & maglc key that unlocks the door, that gives
you entramce into the chamber, that has the buttons, that runs
things, is a myth, The education that we get is designed to hkeep
us in our place., For Instance, In Ootober, when Stokely Carmichael
was invited to spesk at Fisk as a guest lecturer by students 1mvolved
in the honors program; the white people of Nashville put pressure
on acting Fisk President James Lawson to cancel the engagement.
Kmieckling under to pressure, Lawson cancelled the engagement on
the supposition that Carmichael's presence would be disruptive to
the cempus and the city of Nashville,

We have to understand that education is exclusive. The
persons who are educated, or the children of the persons who are
educated, have the best chance of being eduweated. That circle
does not expand very much. Inwhite society, class is important
to this exclusiveness. In the Negro community, caste and class
are key to this exclusiveness. And, as you know, those closest
to white are of the highest caste.

Eduweation 28 a key to rumning things in the country is also
a myth. The country is run {rformally and the first regquirement is
not a college degree, but a white skin., How many presidents of

major corporations have you seen advertised for? They are bred.
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They meet certain social, as well as edwwational requirements. IT
they have a college degree, it is because socimlly, It's reguired
these days. Ard us scuffling niggers is just oul here, believéng
all the stuff the men says sbout !get a degree and work your way

up!, like the brother in Ralph Fllison's Imwisible Man whoe on

seeing the contents of an envelope given him by the Presidemt of
what might be Tuskegee, saw: "HKeep this nigger rumning,"

The motion of the so-called civil rights movement around
the question of edwcation has been on the assumptlon thEL Negro
schools were inferior in this society. The facilities were poor
for the teachers. The teachers were poor for the students. The
students were culturally inferior, Finally, in 195kL, the 1. S.
Supreme Court decided that us poor cullud folks could go to the
superior white folks schools. They did it for us, they say,
however, in many respects the 195k Supreme Court decision marks
& new stage in the United States program of International Pacifi-
cation, Faced with a worlderide struggle against westerm imperia-
lism, the U. S. had to project an eppearance of resolving the
comtradiction between it's claims as a representative of "democracy",
ard "freedom", and it's domestic policy of racial exploitation.
Needless to say, the hypoerisy of that move is reflected Loday In
both the Vietnam war ard the situation of Afro-imericans.

The white schools decided to integrate with "all deliberate
speed", That is, sbout L or § years apart. We were supposed to
be most appreciative of this opportunity opened up to = through
the "good" graces of white society. Hallelush, we could all go

to white schools.
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We began to feel as if we had to push as many Negroes as
we could into these schools, in order that they get the information
that we felt whites were getting. This was vitally necessary to
furctioning in the white society. The whole Afroe=fimerican community
was kept in motion, directing our energies towards the responsibilie
ties necessary to allow individuals from our community to furction
in the white mans sopiety.

Several thims happened in regards to this integration effort.
There was massive resistarce, especially in the south and in the
north when we came in great masses, Fogmerly all-white schools
became all black. We began to realize that if we ever wanted to
Integrate with whites, we would have to chazse them sll over the
combry. The south in many inatmuea ged om phivaical resistonce,

In order to make E._E easier on the whites, in some 1orllhern sens

it was proposed that & few black students be bussed out of the
ghetto before dark., Sort of a daytime whiteness sbtempt. And in
the south, we were asked to ignore spit in our faces, mobs around
our children and bombs thrown at our homes,

On the college level, the effort of Negro colleges is to
become as "good" as white and, therefore; schools like Harvard,
Yale, etc. are being used to evaluste the needs of Negroc cluciticn,
Onez rezult of these kinds of evalustions is tha® the Fresident of
Howard Udversity hns reoommend=d that within five to ten yzers;
Howard besome E0F wvhite in order to be able to compste with white
sghonls, In esserce he was sgving that it wes impossible fer a

Negro school--thst is a school for thosze of African descent, a blsck
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school-~to measure up to white schoolsy therefore, these schools must
be flooded with whites, whols presence Ly definition would brimg
superiority,

Arother development in regards to Negro colleges is the
concept of pemiring, Prirceton tokes responsibility for Miles, the
University of Michigan for Tuskeegee, Brown for Tougaloo, These
schools would correct standards, design a better curricylum in
termas of nationsl educstionsnl standards. Whiten them, Brothers
ard Sisters "First there is 2 trqfedy, then there is a farce",

The deep erisis in edweation that we face today flows from
a much broader and profound pnli.‘-c.ical problem that pervades every
segment of the black community. In & pbyrese, we, blacks, control
nong of the resources end institutions in our communities, And,
until 2 can begin to move to exercise this control over our
lives, anything else iz an exercise in futility.

Edwation consists mainly of two factors: indoctrination
to = certain point of view (c.g. the slaves werec civilized by
being brought here; the Indians were sovages ard destroying them
wes tamirg the west); and the accumulation of factuml information
(esg. the sun is’in the sky - water is wet)., However, our indoc-
trination in meny respects determines whet is factusl., For example,
you would laugh if we said thet Emglend wasn't dizcovered unti] the
first time Sckou Toure, Presldent of the African country of Guinea,
first set foct there, but we accept the idez of Columbus?! discovery

of Americda, deapite the fact that fecgle were here to meet hinm,

Bl



Columbus, a poor navigator at best, =ccidentazlly got here
trying to get to India and he died thinking he had made it to India,

We are only &ducated in our schools, but the white attitude
also breaks into the Afro-American community through television,
radio, movies and magazines (both white and white aspiring-dig
Ebory) ; through advertising such ss Nadinola, Silky Straight and
the white knight that drives out dirt., Infact, we are overwhelmed,

It is safe to say that every device for indoctrination
including institutional education is used to lock us membally within
the white prison of western civilization,

If we are to survivg, we must bresk the chains that bind
our minds and bodies within the prison of western civilization.

We must,»therefore, build within our communities, educational
insitutions that allow us to locate and utilize in our own interests,
the resources that we have as = people, This effort, which we mst

all commit ourselves to, will be resisted, as it has been historically
by this country ard her sister countries of the West, who's committment
to the protection of white supremacy prevents an understanding of
human rights and reeds.

We wart to begin now, to braesk out of a very negative concept
of ourselves ard of owr possibilitles taught us as a result of our
American captivity. We should urderstand that #hile there world
wide oppression ard exploitation along celor lines, there is strength
for us in the struggle against the oppressicn. For we, the oppressed,
represent 87% of the worlds population.

We have outlined a déscription of white cultural and educational
domination and meny of you must be asking by now, how do we deal with

this? -G



How do we move as Afro-fmericans to meet our educational
needs? Let us begin to thirk of a school, international in it's
scope, yet parochial in that it's aimed at the reeds of Afro-Americans
colonized within the United States.

The thrust of swch a school would be to break out of the mental
barriers posed by western (the 1.S. in particular) education. There
would be a positive and a direct effort to relate to Africa, Asia and
Latin America., Languege as a basic communications tool, would be
very important; emphasis would be put on these lenguages: Swahili
and French in terms of Africa; Spanish in terms of Latin Americaj
Chinese and Japanese inrterms of Asia, Coupled with this language
learning process would be to travel to countries in these areas
to begin to bresk through the ocverwhelming mental effect of a life
within the American society whoéa every fuection is controlled by
whites.

We need to begin to conceive of our commumity in a different
light. 1Instead of a plece to escape from, we must now see our life,
work, labor and love, in terms of that community. With this different
attitude towards owr community in terms of owr life work, we must
begin to get specific technical skills directly relevant to the Afro-
American community, Specific technical skills gotten by individuals
should be seen 2s community resources rather than individual profit;
for true profit for the individual flows from the profit of his
community, Medical care and health for example, would be organized
ss commuri by programs, not as lwrative private practices. Techni=
cians would see as a part of thelr work, the organizing and ercourage=
ment of their communities to tap itfs own resources In it's own
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For in the final analysis, education is not a gathering of
intellectual skills, but a preperation for participation in living;
and life is lived with people and community.

Integral to the purpose of this kind of g8hool, is the
shedding of our inability to understand in anything other than
western cultural standards, The west is not the cultwre, but a
culture; one of many and in many ways more primitive than most,

We, asAfro-Americans, must choose on which side of the
color line we stand., We have, in fact, only one choice, The
choice is made by the color of our skins.

LET U5 W TREPARE,
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