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May 16, 1964
Report to SCEF and SNCC ’

by Eam Shirah
In Re: White Southern Student Project (School Year 1263-64)

This school year I have visgited some 48 colleges in the
South us well as several in the North, covering some nine
Southern states. Thirty-two of these were predominantly
white schools and 16 were predominantly Negro.

Ed Hamlett, who Joined the project in February, 1964,has
visited at least snother dozen colleges. This makes a total
of at least 60 colleges in the South covered this school year.

At the beginning of the year, I projected the following
10 aims: (1) Contact Southern white students; (2) Interpret
the student movement to them; (3) Inspire znd interest them;
(4) Interest them in some sort of constructive action:;(%) aid
them in meeting the community leaders in thelir area: (aid
them in contacting Negzro students in the area; (7) Accumint
tnem with organizations acktive in the movement and with their
literature; (8) Acquaint thexw with some of the leaders 'in the
movement: (8) Help them relute to the activity in their ares;
and (10) Indicate some aress of technique for action,

We have made at least 1,000 contacts with students, faculty,
and other concerned persons. This was done through ztudent
conferences, visiting tne campuses, and obtaining names from
other organizations and individuals. I hswe catalogued the
names of 487 that 1 personally contacted lnst fall., We havs
distributed thousands of pisces of material throughout the
Eouth, including SNCC literature and The Soptherp Potriot.

We have been instrumental in organizing many local protests
groups such as the Student Nonvialent Action Group (ENAG) in
Tallashassee, Flz., and Students for Social Action (E854) at the
University of Loulsville, Organizing locnl protest groups was
one of the muin objactives of the projeet last fall., By the
beginning of the calendar yesr 1964, however, I saw the need
for ow & southwide organization of southern white students,
so that in Jznuary I began working on this. Ope of the results
was the Georgia Etudents for Humzn Rights, which has members on
most of the college campuses in Georgian. Ed Humlett wss added
to the staff in Fanuery when 1t bacaome necesszry to have more

~ than one person visitinz the campuszes,

Ve begzan workipg with the group in Hushville to orzanize the
Southern Students Organizing Comrmittee (850C), which is now a
going organizztion closely associataed with 8NCC. T also bagame
concerned about the nsed to orgsnize a rovement in the white
communlty to be alliied with the Negro ccmmunity in the fight
tn poverty, racism, and sulocracy. The natural plsee for this

e

was in Appelachia. [us to some misunderstondg and falsa reports,
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we have declded not to co this in Hazard, Ky., or Appalaghia, Va,.

a5 uriginalliﬁplunn&ﬂ but to set up stch a project in East
_ the aid of ECEF and the poscsible eooperztion of
Highlunder Center and NAACP leanders in that section.
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