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MISSISSIPPI DELTA 

Jake Friesen 

December l-16, 1964 

HITRODUCTION Edgar Stoesz and Edgar Metzler spent July 30 to Au&ust 2, 1964 
on an investigat9ry trip to the Mississippi Delta, On 

September 27 to 30 of the same year Edgar Stoesz stopped in Hiscissippi on 
a return trip from Mexico to make further plans for the initiation of an 
MCC program, These two visits and further discussion within MCC and with 
the.Board of Christian Service in Newton, Amz~e Moore in Cleveland, fliasiaaippi, 
and Art Thomas of NCC culminated in the decision that I should spend an 
extended period in the Delta and among other things distribute some much 
needed relief. 

BAOKGROUIID This report will be brief, consid'erin,g the length of my stay, 
mainly because a fairly extensive daily diary was kept and 

extensive studies on the condition of the Negro particularly in the Delta 
are on file at Akron, But a few excerpts and comments will be helpful at 
this point, 

1, Geog.raphy, The geographical a.rea extends from just south of HcmphiA to 
Vicksbur.g with the Hiss1ssippi serving as the western boundary and a line 
drawn from these two cities.through Greenwood as the eastern boundary. Thi■ 

"football shaped" area is about 200 miles long and 80 miles across at th• 
widest point, 

The Delta is a flat, almost exclusively agricultur.al area,receivin& its 
name as a result.of annual floodings until control measures were introduced 
some fifty years ago, The continual flooding produced rich silky soil 
leaving a top soil that is as deep as twenty to thir.ty feet in soma areas. 

2, Population. A century ago 92% of the u.s. Negroes lived in the South. 
Now only 60% live in the South, The Negro migration to the 1/orth in tho 1950• 
averaged 12,000 each month with the pace continuing in the 1960s, 

' 
In a recent Christian Science Monitor article the population of J.lholsol.ppl 
was given as 2,,290,180, an 1.ncrease of 6% since 1960, Yet the state has 
been losing 40,000 people each year. 

The 1960 Del.ta population was given as 368,739, 38% of the Delta population 
is white and 62% non-white, The Negro population in some counties is as 
high as 72%, Most of the people live in the rural or small towns, 

3, Cl.os<!d Society, A trip to Mississippi confirms the idea that llississippi 
is a closed society. Any report could be filled with numerous accounts, in 
·varying degrees, harassments, weapons many white and l!egr.o carry, bullet holes 
through houses, imprisonments, beatings and other difficulties encountered by 
anyone who tries to help the Negro, Such accounts are not included in this 
report, but it is suggested that articles like ''Journey to Under&tanding" by 
a lawyer, doctor, ·educator and minister in the December 28, 1964 issue of 
The Nation be reed alongside of this trip report, 
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Any report must be read in tb.:i light of a fractured society. 
distinct uncommunicative groups. 

There are two 

, .. 

a) Negro Communitt, There is a very deep seated distrust and fear 
of the' w!1l.te, The white man continues to be referred to as the 
"boss man" and., looked upon as the. man who can· make any lfegro lose 
his job if he is angered. The Negro has often been cheated by 
the white society. and continues to be cheated. As a result the 
Ncg,·o ii; unwilling to be straightforward. This refusal to speak 
one's mind has r·esul tecl in a resignation to life which is typical 
of many Negroes. llegro teachers and ministers seem to know how 
to operate within this type of society. They are economically 
dependent on the white; there is no econqmic independence so the 
l!egrO minister, teacher or employee 1119st always please his employer. 
fie is unable to "help himself" economically • 

So~e Negroes follow the· civil rights workers but most are afraid 
·to get i.nvolved because this means a loss of U,S, Commodities, 
job, the welfare check, heat, light,' or perhaps even the house, 
Those i.n the movement want education and i'I new integrity. Whites 
in the Ne&ro community, like Coro wo:cknrs, have a tremendous impact 
because they assure the Uegro that he is a human being in the eyes 
of some white and condescension is not necessary between races, 

b) White Community, Some whites say everyone in the South is happy, 
including the llegro, but some realize there is a problem and that 
they are working at it as quickly as possible. The white community 
is very critical of "outside agitators" who they state have caused 
the greatest dissatisfaction and disruption of communication, Out
siders are challenging "the Southern Way of Life," Most fear of 
desegratio.n is because of the economic chaugc. Those that are 
concerned, which includes a few liberals, say that things will 
change but tlle only alternative is for the Negro to accept the 
schedule of the whit.e man. This means that the 1<hites think all 
changes will result as he gives the Hegre something without being 

'· pushed by sit-ins, threats, fo:rce, or demonstrations. /Is if the 
white has the.prerogative to disperse to the Negro what the Negro 
will get, This is the very essense of white supremacy. The battle 
meets at integration versus segretation with the white community 

•· ·using the argument of the "monp,reli,;ation of the races" Unt,n~nan•iage) 
which to them means it is contt>ary to the Bible, As a letter to the 
editor of a southern paper wrote, "According to God's Word, anyone 
who attempts to mongrelize the human races. , ,is in danger of God's 
retribution,. As far as llississippi being a better place to live, 
if we help the COFO and related organizations, my only answer is to 
refer .• , to history (moder>n and ancient), to find out what happens 
to (in all instances) a nation, when the people become mongrelized. 
What happens to their morals? Their religion? Their governments? 
I't is the baser (ungodly) element who go into their states and provoke 
the baser elements of the states they enter to hate, bloodshed and 
murder." This 'is the continual defence whereas the real issue is 
df economics • 
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Whereas the Negro·community ·has a -fear and distrust of the white man and 
is unable to help himsolf economically, the white man is fearful of the 
economic chang_e. which 1'e9ults from desegration and doe,:, not accept the 
?leero as being 'fully human, 

II, Economics and,,Living Conditions, The Delta economy is primarily based on 
cotton, .llefore the introduction of the mechanical cotton picker the lfegro 
bad employment on· ·plantations. Mechanization has resulted in massive 
unemployment ·since manual.labor for all practical purposes is nearly non
ex.istent, As mechanizatl.on improves even more are bein5 unemployed, 

The few indust:de·s -in the .area generally employ only the white. As a result 
many Negroes have moved to large cities in the llorth like ~ew York, Detroit, 
Chicago, Milwaukee and Cincinnati, Through lack of education skills, un
familiarity .with city life problems are created 3Uch·as ~ensions and slums 
in the N.ot!therJl ,,ci t·ies. 

The Negro move North creates problems like slums, but by remaining in tha 
South unbelieveable rural poverty results, Mechanization has driven many 
from tho plan~etion to,smal.l! towns, The llegro remaining in tbe South can 
work as a day 'iaborer whether he still lives on the plantation or in one 
of the small neighboring towns, Such a worker can find employment for 
three months during• the year picki'ng cotton at $2 to $2. SO per 100 pounds. 
In a ten hour day a grown man wot>king steadily can c-at>n up to $5-. llesideG 
the three months of cotton picking, the worker can chop (hoe) cotton between 
two to three months at $3 for. a ten hour day, The earnings from picking cotton 
and chopping must suffice.for the remaining six months of the year, During 
the cotton .picking sea.son generally the whole family works on tlie field from 
dawn to dunk; the rest of the year is a time of i·dleness and trying to lllake 
ends meet, A few Negroes can work at the gins for 75¢ to $1.25 an hour for 
a twelve to fourteen hour day., six to seven days a week, with no time and 
a half for overtime, Working at cotton gin~ or other year around jobs for 
only $1 to Sl,25 for.a ten hour day is very discouraging, 

Some women can find employment working as a maid for a white lady, Tho 
hours are upward of ten h,ours a day with six day.s a wee!<, The salary ranges 
from $8 to $12 a,week, This certainly is insufficient taking into consideration 
the large family the Negro mother mu·st support, A few men find odd· :jobs at gas 
stations or as dishwashers, but the pay also is very small with long hours, 

There is a small minority of Negroes who live better than the others. Those 
are the teachers, minis-ters and land owners, Yet after saying this one must 
realize that only 2\ of the land of the Delta belongs to the llegro and the, 
40-aore famers are about the only Negroes that afe on the way to economic 
independence, 

Following ax,e some statistics from Sunflower County, Of the 12,000 homes 
only 6 1000 have flush toilets, 7 1 000 have no tubs or showers, q,soo have 
no running water at all, The infant mortality rate is 40 per l,000 compared 
to a national average of 22 per 1,000, The median annual family income in 
Mississippi is approximately $2,000 for the white and $600 for the Negro. 
Yet prices ,are the same as in any other part of the country, 



llegro housing conditions are poor and inadequate• tl',e homes often unpainted, 
the floors, walls, and :roofs uncovered, often with a hole in one of them, 
Much of the furniture i.s in disropa. r, Very few homes have ,:,efrigcr-ators, 
Even in towns half the lleg:roes have no flush toilets, .four-fifths have no 
tubs or shouers. Part of the reason for the situation of the llegroes in 
the Delta area is the lac.k of educational facilities, !:ven those childr-en 
who have access to scho. ls have little incentive to go because the state of 
Mississippi does not have compulsor,y 'education, and Negroes have a hard time 
staying in school because of poor clothing or shoes Also, they must work 
for their parents to help earn a living durin_g the cotton season, As a 
result the Negro schools follow the cotton cycle, closing down in the fall 
for cotton picking and in the later spring for chopping and opening during 
the summer while there· is no work in the fields, In the entire Delta there 
are only fourteen schools credited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools, These are all white schools; there are no accredited 

, , llegro.s'chools in the Delta area. One of the counties has no high school f<>r 
~whites or Megroes and'-·threa counties have no high school for Negroes. 

0 

Money does not seem to be available for education, At least tho buildings 
;,re poor an<! books ragged, Yet money ap;··ears to be on hand for an aht•udance 
of law enfort;cment officers~ For example I Sunfl_ower County ha5 a County 
Sheriff, ona in eaeh town a:nd five constables Eor the. rural area. This. in 
the light·of the many towns with only ab~ut 1 1 000 citizens seems unnecessary, 
The largest town in Sunflower of G,000 has a police force of 12 men, In 
addition, _at a moment's notice, nny white man in town can be dcputi.:ted. Wh<..1 0 
s,ix Negroes in 'Indianola rec<..ntly attempted to use the all white library ( there 
is no llegro li:,rat'Y in the count_) 30 citizens were imme,iiately" ·deputized 
"to restore ·law and order 0 

11 

The ecumenical Fre.ss Service stated that only 6. 7 per cent of the population 
of voting age i.s registereu to vote, -the smallest percentage of any state 1 n 
the l'f!A, In nine Mississippi counties not one Negro was registered in 
Jul-y, 1963, in 26 others fewer than one per ,;ent were registered, 

"Violence has marked the struggle for civil rights, In the sullllner of 196'1 three 
ci•1il rights workers were murdered,, 'I shot and wounded, 55 beaten and 
injured, 250 arrested, 15 churches were burned and destroyed and 16 other& 
were damaged0 '' 

The ~conomic situation is summavized very precisely and adequately in the 
August 7, 1964, memo written by Cdgar Stoesz and Edgar Metzler, "The 
economic problem in the Delta is acute and it is difficult to see how it 
can be alleviated without the development of some kind of l.nduGtry, , ,One 
of the difficulties in Mississippi is that federal programs designed to 
alleviate poverty and to he1p develop rural areas are stymied by tho federal 
government'.s insistence on working through local officials, That means in 
Mississippi that Negroes get little or no help f:rom federal programs, Economic 
pressures are also'being exerted on any Hegroes who register to vote or 
participate··in ·any way· with the civil rights movement," One frequently 
meets tlegroes who ·lost the fr• jobs, were evicted from their homes, lost their 
welfare checks, became ineligible for U,S. commodities or their heat and 
light·were out off ,as a result of registering or receiving aid • 

. . 
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0 PLANTATION DAY RESULTS for decades t:he Negro family lived on a plantation 

• 

• 

owned by a ,,hite person and picked or chopped 
cotton for the plantation owner, Du.ring these decades of life on the 
plantation a certain type of llegro developed, Hany reports and novels 
have been written about the relationships of the white and the lleero on 
the plantation, the characteristics that have developed and the type of 
di.lemma the Negro is now .;aught in as a result of plantation days, Often 
the tlegro is criticized for his iljllllorality or laziness, However, all of 
the characteristics displayed by the Negro in the Delta are largely a 
result of the plantation days, 

' • ' . . 
-A ·few coii.mehts abo1h~tne-tesults- of plantation days upori the Negro will 

be mentioned, These are all inter-related to a certain extent, It must 
be remembered that 1'.hese are not characteristics of the Negro but a result 
of the way he has been treated, 

l, family Concert, There is a very poor and loose relationship between 
a husband and wi e, liegro men and women were largely considel'Bd as objects 
by the plantation owner and therefore "used" for the whil'.e man's advantage 
and pleasur., This has resulted in tho Negro believing that this is simply 
the way life.is-and he must try to adjust to it, As a result he ha~ become 
a part of it, Now they also have very loo~e relationships between husband 
and wife,• • 

2, Family Life, Uegro families in the Delta are very large, ~lost mothers 
have as many as eight to fifteen children, One mother I met bad twenty, I-Jany 
children do riot know who their father is, Although most mothers are married 
a high percentage of the husbands have left their wives and children. Many 
families in the Cleveland area are matr.iat"chal, There are mothers with five 
or six children who·,are,rlot married, 

3, Self-respect, As a result of the loose hui,band-wife relationships and, 
the living condl'.ions~ the Negro child has very little self-respect. Large 
families live.'in one or two room houses, They sleep, eat, play end have all 
of their family activity in .. this one or two room building, As a result of the 
close ;,iving, and older children of opposite sex sleeping together, children 
do not have any respect:for. their brothers, sisters, or parents, 

4, • "Mute trcgro" The Jlegro on the plantation was the servant and responded 
to "the boss,"· He was never permitted to disagree .• and as a result a Negro 
will not disagree with a white person, On some occasions I made statements 
to a·Uegro with whi:th I knew be viol-ently disagreed, yet he would never tell 
mo but would simply'smile· or ·say "You're right," This is paternalism in the 
extremeo 

.s, Incentive, Since the Ne,gro was seldom permitted to disagree or develop 
critical facilities he is often criticized for being lazy and not having 
incentive,, Howevar, ,if one considers the situation in which he and his fore
fathers hava lived it is easy to understand why they do not have incentive, 
Secondly, many of- the peop:1.e who have become more progressive and were able 
·to get ·ahead were quickly knocJced down or cheated by the white • 

II ' , !1• ,, • ,. I 
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6, Education, The Heg-r-oes were never sent to school because education was 
not necessary to.pick cotton or chop. As a result there are many l!egroes 
who do not know how to read or write, One can occasionally meet individuals 
,who are unable ,,to even sign their own name, Since education in the state 
of Mississippi is not compulsory it is a ,'l.f'ficult struggle to keep children 
in, school,. 

7, Leadership, l-lany of the leaders became involved in the civil rights 
movernent and a~ a result of the- harot-Sif'i.'ltlt > opposition• and economic 
pressure, have either become silent or forced out of the state, One of 
the greatest difficulties of working in Hfosissippi is the .Lact of leader
ship on the ,local. level, ·~here are a few and quite sc.attered. 

The list.of· characteristics could be endless, 
accounts and novels written about this subject 

It would be well to read 
to get a more rounded report, 

_FURrOSE In no area has it been i!:i di.fficult to iultiate an MCC VS project as 
in Mississippi, The problem is very complex, Thus iT was su~gested 

that I should i,pend a few weeks in the Delta to help in the immediate crisis of 
relief distribution but also investigate pos:;;ibili ties of longer term involve
ment, The Delta area was chosen at the recommendation of Edgar Stoesz and 
Edgar Metzler., The llegroes in the western .and southern part of l!ississipp.i 
are somewhat economically independent. Since the Negroes in the Delta are 
completely dependent upon the white man their plight of poverty is almost 
indescribable, As a result the Oe'lta was chosen as the area of concentration. 

0 

The mandate was to re$-pond to the immediate need by distributing rolief O 
especially to the children, IYhile distributi-ng relief. the question. "l-lhat 
should the longer·term MCC response be in this situation?" 1,as continually 
asked. 

HCC RELIEF During the early part of .December 22,784 gross pounds (a..lmost 
12 tons) MCC food, clothes, and shoes were shipped to 

Cleveland, l-lississippi. .The material aid originat,ed from three different 
sources. 

l, ,Sources and Amounts.. All of the material aid was delivered to Cleveland 
by three. trucks .from ·three differen.t states. 

a) A truck load of 2,421 gt'<>SS pounds of supplies from 
,Kansas arriv.ed-,on December l, 1964. The entire load 

""' was -fr-om the stock at the 11CC Jlorth Hewton l\e&ional Office. 
The initial idea was to distribute this one load of aid 
dut'ing my stay -in Missis$ippi 1 The two drivero remained 
for a day visiting- fw,,ilies in the Mound Bayou area whO' 

-~~uld be receiving the aid, 

Hew and used children's shoes 
·new and used children's clothing 
Ten-cartons of canned beef 

045 
1,036 

5110 

2,241 gross pounds 

b) Nebraska, As in the past the ih,ndt:r:.on "°""~unity com,cd 
beef for 11cc, Generally, the canned beef was then taken 
to the tlorth Newton Re.gional Office-, Rev, John Gaeddert pur• 
sued the idea of delivering the cannad beef directly to. 
Mississippi, As a result a load of this beef arrived in 
Cleveland during the second week in December, 

0 
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Ca:nned beef 
Broth ·' ...... .. 

7 -

213 cartons 
S oartons 

11,076 
2·50 

11 1326 gross pounds 

The three drivers Raymond A,, Fred, and Irwin Friesen helped to 
deliver some' of the beef to four different locations, The four 

, lOcalo,s were: 
•,, 
,i. Ruleville, A town approximately ten miles east of 

., Cleveland in Sunflower County, It was put into 
the

0 hands of a local Negro relief committee, The 
committee was asked to keep the name and address 

,, of each family receiving HCC relief. These will 
1 ~ be :ient_,to. Akron, 

• ~ I '1! • • I i 

l.l., Sumner, This is a small town in Tallahatchie County . 
The food was unloaded on a plantation of IIO ,OOO acres 

: ,1 l . ... on which ~ppr9ximately 30 to '10 very poor Jfegro families 
live. Since delivering relief onto a plantation is 
trespassing, the relief was unloaded at a more responsible 
family wh·o will distribute it to the others on the 
plantation. 

\, .. 
!)•, ~-,~•··:_.!,~~•i, Some w'.1s 'tak~n to the rural ?rea between T ippo ~nd 
• Swan Lake also in Tallahatchie. A more responsible 

family will distribute the relief in this area, 

' 

' ,J... ' • 

Charleston. A business woman• Hrs. Keggler, was given 
the HCC relia{ to distribute to s·ome of the poor in 
her area;, 

c.> Pc~nsylvania, Hy daily diary was regulary sent to Akron for 
various individuals to read. As a result of reading my diary 
it was felt that more relief should be sent before my departure 
on llecel!lber l6, '!'he Lancaster Coi\fer•ence Relief and Service 
Committee obtained a truck to deliver the supplies to Misaissippi 
which were collected by approximately ten churches in the Lancaster 
County a.rea. 

"i ' ' • t Children's shoes -.age Oto 18 years 
'Warm oiothing for children - age Oto 18 years ., . 
Canned beef, chl.oken, turkey, pork and lard 
·canned cherries 
Dried Apples 
Laundry • Soap ,. 

1,302 
2,630 
2,000 
1,260 

280 
J.,••85 

9,oa7 cross pounds 

The shipment of supplies from Pennsylvania arrived December 12. 
During the week end, arrangements 1·01·0 made to deliver tho last 
shipment of relief to several towns and ru,:,nl areas du,:,ing the 
early part of the following week, 

2, Methods of Distribution. The MCC supplies were distributed by using 
various methods. Basically three procedures with various combinations 
were usedo 
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a) llames of individual needy families H£l'e secured from individuals 
£n, the community. Everyone who recommends a family will in 
a· sense be tempted to recommend his fr•ien<;ls. Therefore, 
individuals such as the minister, civil rights workers, and 
local leaders were •asked to give me the names of needy families, 
These 'families were.then asked numerous questions and then 
supplies wou.ld be delivered to their homes, In a sense this 
is ·the best method because it gives the distributor an opportunity 
to personally visi1: the home and observe the response, need, and 
living condtiops, 

b) A local ~elief committee can be organized as in Rulevill-,, In a 
situation like this th~ supplies can be taken to a church and the 
needy families asked to come and get them. This is not the most 
satisfictory method because someone can walk in one door, out the 
other and then after deppsi ting the supplies return to get more. 
This method should be used only in cases where other methods cannot 
be followed, At the mon,ent . this appears to be the best method to 
give relief to those living on pla11ati<;ms onto which it is impossible 
to take supplies, 

c) flave a, supply of relief in a home and then let mothers come and 
pick up any needed items, This method was used at a home in 
Cleveland where people could come /it any time to pick up clothes, 
s'hoes, or food, 

!lo one of the three methods is satisfactory for all communities or locations, 
Each community needs to be evaluated and the best method for that particular 
ai tuat ion used, 

Questions like, To whom is relie·f given? How l1uch? What storage is 
available? are answered in QU&STIOU AHO 1\llSWERS section, 

3, Area of Distribution, llasically 11cc r.eliaf was distributed in four counties 
Bolivar, Sunf.lower, Ta.llahatchie, and Leflore, Publicity about the conditions 
in IHssis~ippi in tht na:t ion(!]. press has resulted in a trickle of gifts to the 
state, Negroes in the citie,s and larger towns are beeinning to feel the benefit 
of these gifts, Therefore, special efforts were exerted to get thu MCC supplies 
to the .rural .are•as, Poverty exists throughout the Pelt a but especially in 
Tallahatchie and Leflore Counties, These are also the more daneerous and 
difficult ones in which .1:0 work, llany poor live on the large plantations 
marked "No Trespassing," Winchester rifles are hung in very conspicious 
places in vehicles owned by the whites. The "l4o Trespassing" posters mean 
that one is arrested if found on a plantation, MCC relief was secretly taken 
to one of these lio,ooo acre plantations on which 1:hirty or forty Negro families 
live, In another case a local Negro helped ge.t relief to other folks on 
plant~tions by telling them to come to a certaiT. church JUtside of their copnty. 
Thus MCC relief was a,lso distriLuted to some of. the most needy folks in· the 
Delta, 

The report could be filled with accounts of the, living conditions and clothes 
(lack of clothes) of the people on the plantations, Folks on the plantations 
are especially handicapped pecause of their dependenco on the plantation owner 
and live i'n extranlal.Y, poor ~onditions with inadequate food, 

' 

0 

0 



0 

• 

• 

- g -

TITUS BE!IDE:R Titus spent December l and 2 in the Cleveland area helping to 
arrange the I-ICC distribution, On December 15 l spent my last 

night in !Hsaissippi in ,the home of the Benders, flis suggestions to MCC go 
beyond the scope of'VS bUt are recorded as the ideas of a concerned Mennonite 
in Mississippi, 

l, !1CC VS'sl)ould seriously consider assisting at the Cleveland community 
center being built under the direstion of Amzie Moore, The MCC person would 
be one of the staff members at the center. 

2, Titus strongly encouraged !ICC VS to as-sign some experienced relief worker 
to the HCC staff f6l' a period of three to six months, Durina this time the 
distribution program would be set up or improved, 

3. The folks 1n tlissis11ippi and especially in the Delta need to get established 
on 40-acre farms, There are a few 40-acre farms but five or six of the best 
Negro farmers should be chosen by MCC to be established, This means that they 
need financial assistance which they cannot receive from banks or loaning firms 
in Mississippi, Titus feli: the strongest on this point and would like MEDA 
to reconsider such a pro'ject, Ami:ie !-!oore also repeatedly mentioned that MCC 
or some organization like MEDA should mal<e loans available to a few of the 
bette.r families to help thcnf become established and as a result become 
economicany· indep'o·ndent •'of the whi to community. 

4, One repeatedly ·hears Titus make very favorable comments about MDS involve
ment in Uissis~ippi, l!e hopes the rebuilding of the 1:ht'ee bombed churches 
in the ~acjfson .a'rea will 'continue withou· repercussions and then feels other 
similar ,asblgnnients should be explored by liDS, 

The Christian ·concern and courage of Tit11s must be admired, He is taking a 
very coura'geous stand by not aligning with the whites 1 • way of life, One 
gets the implfession that 'he is consitlerin.g becoming even more vocal in, def;• ing 
tho Southern t;radition, !lot only is his stand on integration to be admired 
but lie is also"experimenting with some progressive and creative concepts for 
the renewal of' the cnurch -within his fellowship, • -

AMZIE MOl:)ru;· This man must also be admired for so many things that a list 
would be endless. Imagine a successful business man with a 

large business losing almost everything, lie is a person who has been physically 
threatened many t·imos and still is subject to psychological warfaro1 a man 
who has looked down the barrel of a gun; a top employee in the Cleveland Post 
Office being demoted to the position of a part-time janitor; a lonely man 
who lost practically all of his earlier friends and fractured his family 
relationships yet has a house ·full of visitors requesting counsel, a poor 
man with a tremendous faith who will share his littlo eorninga with anyone 
in need; a Dible re·ading man who will say "I'm only alive because the Divine 
is prote'cting nie,'11 Amzie··was of tremendous help in the distribution of the 
HCC supplie.i, l!ithout'his•lielp the assignment would have taken a number of 
months and would not have been as effective as these few snort weeks, He knows 
the people and can r.e.fer one to contacts in almost every community, He is 
very non-dil:\ec:tive in 1hh me.-thod of suggesting programs to l!CC, His approach 

' ··• ,, 
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--is to' show one the needs, conditions, and severely depressed and handicapped 
people, with the hopo that from this first hand encounter some suggestions 
might develop, Part of the reason for this approach is that he does not 
have a solution for the complex problem, The best and possibly the only 
solution he offers is that either the direot intervention of the federal 
government or some rich northern phila"nthropist seem to be the only 
alternative at the moment, 

Any MCC offort in the following areas would be greatly appreciated by Amzie, 

l. llelp to re-establish some of tho better tanners on ~0-ac,:,e fanns, FDR 
introduced a federal program in the 19301s which was of tremendous help, 
The method was to pay the debts of the small farmers, givo them a loan to 
start again if they would meet certain standards like having a well, a privy, 
and agree to lot tho governnent handlo eaoh farmer's financial records until 
he was capable of doing it himself, Many of these FDR farms are still 
successfully functioning even in Mississippi, Amzie would like similar 
farms to be established with the help of any one who can be of assistance, 
This is probably a request that should be given to MEDA, 

2, As long as conditions oontinue to exist as et present he would like MCC 
to continuo food, clothes and shoes distribution especially to the school 
children, 

0 

3, Cor.llllunity Center, Under tho direction of Amzie ftoore, a community center 
if being built on 100 X 120 foot lot in Cleveland. He wants this to be a 
center which io under the direction of local residents, The community center 0 
would have a very broad program including relief. recreation, clubs, sewing 
circles, various educational classes, library, health education, voter registration 
classes, only to mention a few, Various agencies would be permitted to sponsor 
different aspects of the diversified program, Each agency using tho center 
would need to pay its own light, heat, and some rent, unless some othor finances 
for operation and upkeep aro secured from foundations or donations, 

Arnzie would very much like to have HCC involved in this center program especially 
because of its religious motivation and because it is church sponsored, !·ICC's 
strength would be work in the area of relief and possibly some classes liko 
teaching clubs or ladies' sewing lessons, Many ladies are eaeer to take sowing 
lessons and mako quilts and other items for themselves or to be sold, Sewing 
clos~es would also be taught in neighboring collllllunities like the one in Ruleville, 
Twelve ladies in Ruleville came to me requesting an experienced person to teach 
sewing, 

GRECNVILLE llhile in Greenville on December 7 and 8 l contacted numerous 
individuals like James Carter, a notary public and business man 

at 901 lfelson; Rev, J, F, Redmond, and !ICC workers, The H.iniuterial Alliance, 
which is the Negro f-linisterial Association, met that day so I also attended 
this meetfog, 

1, Ministerial Alliance, It was obvious that the ltinisterial Alliance was 
hesitant to take a stand against the white power structure although there are 
a 'few couragooua individuals, In a sense this is understandable, Taking a 
stand 'often means that insurance on the church buildings is canceled and the 
members of this congregation may lose their jobs, 
' ' 
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2, Delta Ministry (UCC), Both Art Thomas and Warren McKenna wor,e especially 
concerned abou't findin& an office, They were evicted from their, downtown office 
on December, 4 becauso of the Uetro secretary on their staff, Temporarily they 
were located at the corner of Broadway and llelson in a hall, Trying to secure 
a building for NCC or civil rights workers is equally difficult, 

The ilfflediate program concern of HCC is to arrange the relief distribution 
prograff, The biggest obstacle appears to be a lack of loca.l leadership in 
the coll!lllunities where relief is to be distributed, This is a real problem 
due to ~he lack of education and wbite pressure, and many of the educated 
must leave the state to find employment, 

In December there were approximately 12 Delta llinhtry staff workers, Each 
has a different assignment being located in various cities of the state, 
Programs are being developed in the followin'g areas I educational ministrie11 
(leadership tNining, remedial studies, vocational training), emergency relief', 
health programs, citizenship projects and communi1:y centers, Details of the 
!ICC prO&f°;m, in Mississippi are printed in Tho Delta !linistry and December 24, 19611 
tcumenical Press Service, 

llarron llcKenna waa especially interested for personnel from CWS or ~ICC to help 
in tl)e IICC relief program, These two ogencies are experienced in this field 
yet are not assisting this aspect of the developing Delta Hinistry Program, 
At ono time Edgar Stoesz spent quite some time trying to secure an experienced 
IICC worker to assist NCC but was unable to get any commitments, 

WARRtll HOORC Warren, a Memphis business man and former seminary student from 
Inter-Denominotional Theoloeical Seminary in Atlanta and Mennonite 

Biblical Seminary in Clkhnrt, who is presently working for tho Boerd of 
Christian Service of the General Conference Mennonite Church on a part-time 
basis, spent December 13 with me, The following ia a brief summary of s-ome 
of his·concerns; 

l, HCC relief work in tho Delta is good and should temporarily be continued 
although it must be ro~lizod that more is needed than filling stomachs, 

2, The people in tho Delta should be air lifted out fike HCC moved people 
to South America from curope shortly after tho last war, Warren, feels that 
this will mako tho white man die from his own venom, This is based on the 
assw:,ption that His~issippi ls a "foreign land" with a different ideology 
than the rest of tho U,S,A, Amzie Moore would differ with this, stating that 
too many of tho &ood oducated tlegroes with leadership ability have already 
left the state, Hany poor that move tlorth simply cause future problems by 
creating slums, Amzie will continually emphasize that Mississippi is part 
of the Union and the problem should be solved in their state. 

Warren arrives at the correct conclusion based upon his assumption and likewise 
Amzie arrives at the correct conclusion based upon hia assumption, Yet theae 
two concl~siona obviously are contradictory, 

' 3', Warren also 'ft!els that IICC VS should assist at the Cleveland Center and 
explore otlier poa's'ibili-ries a'fter getting established. .,. 
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4. An emphasis on creative dialogue ·would naturally lead Warren to suggest 
that the MCC workers should live in a poor white transition community, This 
provides the opportunity to have dialogue with the neighboring white, It ia 
almost naive to believe that one can communicate with whi tcs while working 
with and in a Negro community, yet depending upon the personalities of the 
workers it would be an interesting experiment. How else can conditions be 
changed unless there is some reconciliation? 

coro The Council of Federated Organizations is the agency through which 
the civil right-s oreanizations work in llississippi, Student Non

violent Coordinating Committee Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) and the trational Association for the 
advancement of Colored People (NAACP) are included in coro. Most of the 
workers are Snickers, The activities during the past s-ummer included freedom 
schools, community centers, and voter registration, Hany summer workers 
remained in Mississippi at the completion of the summer to continue, concentrat
ing especially on voter registration, . 

~The dedic.a.tion, commitment, courage and drive of the civil rights worker::.·must 
be admired, Howaver, there is wide diversity in the personnel and personal 
discipline on the local level, Yet they have a tremendous impact and are 
greatly appreciated by most Negroes, 

flny Northerner interes:ted in directly assisting the Negro, whether as -a mi-nister, 
MCC worker, or COFO worker, is classed as a civil rights worker or "outside 
agitator," The whites appear to see everyone as either being for or against 

0 

them, In reality the?'? is a wide diversity in the Negro community, But the 0 
Negro reaiizes the differences between a COFO worker and someone working 
under the sponsorship of a church organization like llCC or 11cc. 

QUESTIONS /\ND ANSWERS Before the trip and since 
, , asked numerous questions, 

inquiries and.brief responses follow, 

l, What is the greatest need? 

returning individuals have 
Some of the more common 

T~e immediate short term needs are to provide clothes and food, especially 
for the children, There are other needs like helping those who lose their 
house, heat, electricity, welfare chock, or U,S, commodities for no reason 
at all,· The typical reply of the white clerk when approached is an excuse 
like, "s)Je dqesn•t kn'ow where her mother lives." "She doesn't know where her 
husbaf!d ~,i ves ! " tlat1:1rally, there is the long~r term need of assisting the 
Negro to become financially independent, 

2, Are u,s. commodities. available? 
Yes, but it is difficult for a Neg_ro to receive commodities and secondly 
the monthly, supply las-ts at the most only two weeks. A Negro must stan/1 
outside in th~.r~in or cold for approximately three days before he gets 
to the front of the line to receive commodities, The white person can 
always break the line by stepping in front of the Negro any time he arrives, 
The long wait and l)omments, made to the Uegro while in the line shol'S extreme 
discrimination and the ineffectiveness of the present u.s. distr.ibution 
program, 0 
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J, Is public welfare assistance available? 
Yes, but too few receive welfare and some needy families are cut off for 
no reason at all, Here, like in the U,S, Commodities Program, the State 
controls the federal assistance and can use it to the disadvantage of the 
"1egro, Host who register to vote or who cannot state the address of their 
mother or husband• or who receive relief from MCC, are cut off, It is 
unkn.own if the U,S, Commodities and welfare checks ar-e reaching the poor 
whites without too much difficulty, 

4, Can CWS secure supplies to distribute in the Delta? 
Apparently they can, Warren Hc)<enna reported that CWS was sena1ng supplies to 
JfCC, however, these are shipped in unmarked boxes, The tree budget for over 
a three year period is $518,000, receiving $207,000 from tho wee, 

s. a) To whom is relief given? How is it controlled? 
To any needy f.amily, lt is difficult to be impartial and decide who 
is really the most needy, It can be controlled to a certain extent 
by keepin·g a file of everyone who r,eceived supplies, This was done 
with supplies 11CC sent last fall and in December, The best control 
i's' to· only serive the mother rather than each· individual child, Only 
tho mother can receive the supplies for the family, 

b) What standards are applied to those receiving supplies? 
ltaJurally, the COFO workers will have a tendency to help those who 
cooperate with them because these would be tho, nearest to them. 
HCC should give relief to anyone in need, However, I also had a 
certain standard, I, like Amzie, str-Qngly favored those who had 
child.reri of school age, 

c) Is storage available? 
People will make vacant stores or rooms available, It may be more 
difficult to secure storage on a longer term basis and rent would 
probably be requested, 

6, What is the effect of the churches on the racial struggle? 
Discrimination £sat its zenith Sunday mornings. The church is a religious 
ghetto, Churche~ do not seem to speak.to the issue of race, The status quo 
is upheld by the churches, No white minister oan openly speak aga!nst 
discrimination• without losing bis job, Countless numbers of seminary trained 
ministers have been asked to leave the state fo.r speaking openly, 

Beverly Asbury, pastor of a Presbyterian Church and the College of Wooster, 
both in Ohio, writes, "they {est.µ>lished churches) have to be endured with a 
great deal of fatigue and bordom, and if I were faced with the attitude which 
exists in.so many of them, I doubt that I could go to church," 

It is obvious that the church exerts little effor,t to help the cause of 
integration or by preaching brotherhood, lt would probably be more accurate 
to state that· the. church is a hindrance rather than a solution yet one w.,-st 
work within the church,. Efficiency and success too often are the catch words, 
Hu~an ~esources.become the substitute for the divine power of God. As a 
result the established churches have become a social club, 
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one of the blessings of the Negro church is that some congregations permit 
civil rights workers to use the church building for mass meetings, However, O 
the Negro minister also is not permitted to speak out openly without rece: Jing 
opposition from the whites. One Negro layman probably made an accurate evaluation 
when he said "too many of our ministers in the South .aren't saved," 

7, Were you afraid? 
Huch time could be spent in sp.eaking about one's feelings which make& intet1est-
ing conversation but is not too beneficial, Suffice it to say that it is human 
to have fear wh.en continually opposed when seeing brutality or be harassed, The 
realization that one is helping a worthy cause has a way of dispelling most of the 
fear, Also of great help was hearing about the courage of individuals like Amzie 
Moore or Joe 1-lcDonald, and by reading books like The Power of Hon-Violence. by 
Gregg, 

Precautions must always be taken, During the daylieht one avoids certain places 
and at nights avoids others. One is restricted. one also is never sut1e if the 
telephQne conversations a.re monitored, 
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