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In behalfl of our Board, I wish to express our anpreciation for vour
generous contribution at a moment wher our bank balance had reached the
vanishing poirt. We are well aware of the nany coopeting denands of wortoy
causes, whicn make 1t difficult to decide where ard now pruch one can afford
to contribute.

We have always tried % operate with a sense of resvonsibility to
get oaxime use of the contributions we receive-<but in the stress of
a given strugrle the necessities of what must be done at a given eritical
manent make it irposs’ble for us to plan budret.wise as can be done by
a less aotion oriented agencv.

As you ray have noted in tocdey's news, HIJAC has taken the Chiocago
oontempt cases off the House calendar for an indefinite postnonement,
{Mmatever the official reason given -- Chairran Willis! heal th-~the rea?
reason iz & parent:- AUAC was facing a mounting oprosition such as it has
not had to face sirce the 19LC's.

The Chicaro area has played a decisive pari in this new challenge.
Thanks to HIACis outrageous conduct here, and the energy of the resistance
to thie hearing which helped tring the facts to the public, there has been
a decisive breakthrough in the Chicago Congressicnal delegation, For years
we were unable to go heyond C'Hara's single and lonely dissenting voice.

In tie recent anrropriation vote, wWe gaired three acdd!tional votes, and
provided the able floor leadership ¢f Rer, Yates, who has rediscovered the
ocourage to opnenly challenge HUAC after many years of retreat. On tie vote

to recommit the klanaren's contempt oitaticrs, we scored 8 votes, and had
ever reason to expect 10 Chicagoland vntes in opposition to the Chicago
citations. The enclosed memo summarizes the statistics of the weilinpgs we
have made ovar tha 1ret few wemaks, coBling come 31,200 in a month when our
fncome was 3600, I do not believe that I am stretehing the truth to say
that desrite the favorable odJective situation, we would not have come close
to achleving trness results witlout our subjective role in bringing the potertial
to a head,

(more)
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Febrvary 9, 1966

Mrs. Lucy Hortgomery
075 ridlewood Lane
Vortht:rook, Iil,

Dear Yrs., Montsomery:

In beialf of our 2oard, I wish to exXyress our appreciation for your
generous contribution at a moment when our ®ank hzlznce had reaohed the
vanishing point. Ve are well aware of the many competing demznds of worthy
causes, which make it difficuvlt to decide where and how much one can aflord
to contribute.

We have glways tried to operate with a serse of responsibility to
get maximum vse of the contributions we receive=-but in the stress of
a given struggle the necesslties of whet must be done at @ given critical
mament make it lmpessible for us to plan budget-wise as can be done bty
a less action oriented agencv.

As you ray have moted in today's news, I{UAC has taken the Chicago
certempt cases off the Fouse calendar for an indefinite postoounsment.
Whatever the official reeson given <= Chairean Willis' health--the real
reason 1s arparent:= EUAC was facing a mounting opyosition such as it has
not had to face since the 1%.C's,

The Chicaro area has played a decisive part in this new ohallenre.
Thanks to HUAC!'s ocutrageous conduct here, and the energy of the resistance
to the hearing which helped bring the facts to the public, there has been
a decisive breakbhrough in the Chicago Conéressional delegation. For years
we were unable to go beyond O'Hsra‘'s single and lonely dissenting voice.

In tfie recent aprropriation vote, we gained three additional votes, and
provided the able floor leadership of Rep. Yates, who has rediscovered the
courage to openl]y challenge HUAC after many years of retreat. On tre vote

to recommit the klansmen's contempt citatiors, we scored & votes, and had
ever reason to expect 10 Chicagoland votes in opposition to the Chicago
citations., The enclosed memo sumnarizes the statistics of the mailings we
have made over the last few weels, costing some 31,200 in a month when our
income was 3600, I do not beliesve that I am stretching the truth to say
that despite the favorable objective situstion, we would 1ot have coma close
to aschieving these resuvlts without our subjective role in bringing the potertial
to a head,

(more)
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Bage 2,

I hope that sometime in the future we can finé the occasion to discuss
in depth the content of our work and our ratvher exciting experience. Natior-
wide, we are at long last brealring through on the AUAC issue, which carries
within it™The whole germ of the mccarthyite sickness. This mccarthyism
{or more historically, HUACism) has been a determining force in undermining
our ability as a nation to cops with foreign and domestic problems, With-
out it, our present insanity in Vietnam would bde impossibvle,

In gratitude,

Richard Eri%;_&\

Secretary





