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In �e alf or our .:card 1 I w tsh to cxnress our :toprccint:to:J for our 
fO'lcr-,us contr:.bution at a monent when our b'l.nlc bal:mco h�d reached the 
vanisbiru- point. lle are >�ell aw1.re or the mey cor.�petin�,; de. r.ds or )Jortey­
c:�.usesl whlch make it dil'ficult to ecc!.de vbere and ':ov "tUCil ono can afford 
to contr'bute. 

i-le have always tried to operate with a ser.se of reSl>OI'Sibillty to 
rot l"'aJdJlnn'l use of the contributions ue receive--but in the stress of 
a civen strugr�e the necessities of what nust be done at a p,ivon cr itical 
Moment mnke it inposs:ble for us to plan budrnt--wise as ca be drno 'tr.r 
a loss action oriented aP,on�l. 

As :lou ""ay have noted :l.n today 's neus 1 lltf:\C has tnkon tho Chico.go 
contenpt cases off tho �ouse calendar for an indefinite postnonement • 

• Thatovol' the official reason given -- Chai.rr>.an �·Iillis' health--the r�111 
re'l:lon is a pa.rent:- l:UAC was facinp a nountint oonosition such as it has 
not had to face since the 1940's. 

rho CbiCJr.O area bas played a decisive part in this DOW challenge. 
Cnanks to 1t1JAC 1 s outra�eous conduct r.ere 1 and the energy of the resistance 
to the r.ear1ng wh'cb helped brinr tt.e .facts to the public, tlot�re ha:; been 
a decisive breaktbrouub in the Chicapo Congressional doler:ation. For ynars 
40 uere Wlable to go 1-eyond 01Fiara's sim�le and lonely discentinv voice. 
In t. e recent a r:ropriation vote, "e .,.a1r:ed three acd1.t1onal votos, and 
provided the able floor leadership o! Rep. Yates, who has rediscovered the 
COW'3Pe to one!l]y challonre IIUAC after maey years or retreat. On t e vote 
to rocomit the i'.lnnsrnen 's cortenpt cttatior:s, we scored 8 votes, -tnd had 
over reason to expect 10 Ohicar,ol and votes in opposition to the �hica�o 
citAtions. The enclosed momo sumr:mrizes the statistics of t ho M:llinr!S we 
hnvA mnde over tha 1nAt. rnw wn�kA, nnstirg sol!lll '1,200 in a. nonth whon our 
income was .;600. I do not believe tnat J ao stretch·inF!' the tr>th to s� 
that des··ite the .favorable objec t•ve s•tuntion, we "ould �ot .avo como close 
to -tchieving these results witt out our :mr jective role in br' nr'.nr the pote�tW.l 
to a 'ond. 
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Chicago 

February 9, 1966 

t!rs. t ucy l1ortpome:tjy 
875 nridlewood Lane 
llorthbrook, Ill. 

Dear llrs. Hontnor.:ery: 

01mmittee to D EF EN 
THE BILL 

OF RIGHTS 

In behalf of our iloard, I wish to e:q>ress our appreciation for your 
generous contribut.ion at a moment when our �ank balance bad reao hed the 
vanishing point. 1'/e are ,.rell aware of the l'llll'tl' competing d�mnnds of �1orth,y 
causes, which make it diffic-ult to decide where and how much enG can a.ti'ord 
to contribute. 

We have always tried to operate with a seP�e of respon sibi�tty to 
ge·t. l!laximum use of the contributions I·Te receive--but in the otress of 
a given st1�gle the necessities of what must be done at a given critical 
noment make it imposs1ble for us to plan budget-wise a s  ca� be dono by 
a less action oriented agenov. 

As you rray have .noted in today1s ne1is, 1!111\C has taken ·t.he Chicc.go 
contempt cases off the House calendar for an indefinite postnonament. 
Nhatever tl'>.e official reason given -- Chairll'.an \·Iillis 1 health--the rea, 
reason is a.-parent:- HUA.C was facing a mounting opposition such as it has 
not had to face s ince the 19h01s. 

The Chicago area has played a decisive part in this new ohallene;e. 
Thanks to HUAC•s outrageous conduct here, and the energy of the resistance 
to the hearing which helped bring the facts to the public, thare has been 
� decisive breakthrough in the Chicago Congressional delegation. For yoars 
we were unable to g o  beyond O'Hara's single and lonely dissenting vo ice . 
In t.te recent appropriation vote, •,;e gained three additional votes, and 
provided the able floor leadership of Rep. Yates, Who has rediscovered the 
courage to open]Jr challenge I!UAC after many years o f  retreat. On tf·e vote 
to reconmit the Klansmen's contenpt citatior�, we scored 8 votes, and bad 
ever reason to expect 10 Chicagoland votes in opposition to the Chic ago 
citations. The enclosed memo summarizes the statistics of t he na��s we 
have made over the last few �eeks, costing some �,200 i n  a nonth when our 
:l.l'\come was .;)600. r do not believe :tlult I am stretching tha truth to say 
thnt despite the ravorable objective situatio.n, uo would t�ot 11ave come close 
to 1\cllieving these results Without our subjective role in bringing the potertinl 
to a head. 
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Page 2. 

I hope that sorr�time in the future we can find the occasion to discuss 
in depth the content of our wo�k and our rather exciting experience. Nation­
wide, we are at long last breaking through on the RUAC issue, which carries 
within it""'tlie whole gem o;t the mccarthyite sl.ckness. This mccarteyism 
(or more histories� 1 HUACii:Bm) has been a determining force in undermining 
our abili-t;y as a nation to cope <4it.h foreign and domestic problems. tlith­
out it, our present insanity in Vietnam would be i.ropossible. 

In gratitude, 

� e.J�;_ 
Richard cr 1ier\ 
Secretary 




