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I AM SORRY THAT WE DID NOT GET A CHANCE TO TALK AT THE VIa{SHOPI BUT THAT THE
WAy I1 60cS,-TH€RC ARe A COIJPL£ OF TUINGS THAT I WAN7£a VO MCbit ON TO YOU AND

SO I AM COI nG TO LeT YOUI'WRAP TH£U UPl’ OY UA Itf SO TO SPeAK, TE FIB8T 7HIN6 IS 7HAT
INCLOSED IN THIS LETTER IS A CARD PUT DDT BY AssEMBLyMAN MERV lIDyMALLy OF CALI Fe

HC IS TH£ ASSCM8LyMAN FOR THC LOS ANC£L£S GH£TTO, He USes THE ARD 80TH AS A CAMPAtCN
T£CHN I qUE AIIO AS A GIMMICK TO ENCOURAGE VOTER REGISTRATION , I WNTED YOU TO SEE IT
IN CASE YOU THOUGHT THAT IT UtGHT BE A GOOD GIMMICK FOR ALABAMA

I HAVE FELT FOR A LONG TIME THAT ONE OF THe LIMITING FACTQb IN OUR WORK IS THAT
FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES THE ONLY WAY WE HAVE OF COMMUNICATIN CTO THE PEOPLE THAT we
ARE WORKING WITH IS VERBALLY, IT HAS SeEMED TO ME THAT FILMS SHQLD BE USED TO MUCH

CnEATCR AOVAN7AG£ THeN 7H€Y ARe NOW, ONe OF THe PR08L£MS HOW€VCRIS THAT 7HE €1LM s THAT
we HAV€ ARC DOCUMCNTARl£8, 1 OONIT 711,INK THAT OOaUMENTAR IES ARC OMnLCATLY ADeQUATe
BECAUSE IN EVERY ONE FOR SOME REASON SOW. OF THE eSSENCE OF THE OVEME NT IS LOST+ THAT
IS TH£n£ is SOM£TH I tIC A80UT THg NATUR£ iF OOCUUEN7AR tcs TnA7 MAKE IT ALMOST IMPOSS teLE
TO PROVIDE THE VIEWER WITH A COMPLETE PICTURE aF THE MOVEMENT, 1 rH INK WHAT IS LACKING
IS THE EMOT laN OF THE MOVEMENT 1 WHICH TO MEf IS FAR MORE IMrORTAN THEN WHoa ID WHAT

WHEN + ANYWAY ALL THAT WAS TO LEAD UP TO THIS + WHILE I WAS IN L+-f© I SAW A MOVIE CALLED
’lSALT OP THe EARTH11, THIS WAS A MOVIe MAO£ IN L950 ABOUT A ziNe MMCRS STRIKE IN

NEW MEXIco By A LARGLy FIEX ICANnAMERICAN UN IONe MosT OF THE ACTORS WERE THE 'PEOPLE
WHO TOOK PART IN THE ACTUAL STRIKE ALTHoUGH THERE WERE A FEW PROFBS ION AL ACTORS+_.ThE\
STRIKERS BASICALLY WeRE STRIKING FOR EqUALITY AND THEY FACED THE SMe OppOSITION THAT

THe MOV£M£N7 IN ALA8AMA HAS FAC£O9 FROU 7£AR GAS ANa 8£ATINCSP ANOJAILtNCSf TO TOU S
Ai,O FAU:ILY PRO&L£MSf AND ”8LACK NATIONALISUtt, THIS P+CTUR£ OIe SOM@rl ING THAT NO OTHeR
PICTURE I HAVE EVER SEEN HAS DONE AND THAt IS CAPTURE THE FULL ESSHOE OF , THE MOVEM£NT+
17 IS ON£ OF THC UOST 8£AUTlrULL A,JO MOVrN6 PtC?UR£S IT HAS £VCR 8£ IN My PRtVIL16E

TO Rfc, as I WATCH£Q. -IT 1 8€CAM£ CORVI kq’!-$--7Hi7 IT WOULO Be FAMTAST©AbLY£!'vALuA8Le to
SHOW THIS FILM IN THC SOUTH, I HAVe MA6E-CONTAC7 WITH soMe or THe P80PL€ coNceRNeD
WITH THC PICTUR£ ANa Tu£n£ IS 4 CNAnCC THAT THEy M+G#T bCT US A VE A coPY FOR FRE£
SHOWI NCS tN THe SOUTH, HowevER I Olo NOT $ANT TO GO ANY FURTHeR UNTILL I HAVC 7ALK£O TO
yOU AND ALSO EXPLAINED THE DISADVANTAGES OF SHowING THE MOViE + MANY OF THE PCO ''LE

RESPONSIBLE FOR MAKING THE M)VIE WERe COMMUNISTS (THE DIRECTOR WAS ONE OF THE HHoLLYWOOD
TeN" 1 8CL I cve), WHCN TH£ uov Ie WAS MAO€ 1N L95Q THC AuER leAry Lcc iOM SAtO TBAT IT
WAS COMM Ui . IST PROPAGANDA AND THEY MOUNTED SUCH A CAMPAIGN AGAINST IT THAT IT WAS

IMPOSSIBLE TO SHOW THE FILM, FOR TUE LAST 15 YEARS THERE HAS B' £N COURT CASES ABOUT
IT AND THEY ARE FINALLY ABLE TO SHOW THE FILM ALTHOUGH FEW XXKU8XXRX THEATRES WILL TAKE

IT, Ev£u TOOAV THe PReSsuRE ACA INST IT IS STRONG, EvEN SOg I THINK TUAT tT wouLO eg
IMPOnTANT TO SHew IN THE SOUTH,9 B€CAUS£ IT IS A TRUE PICTURE At60 FROM WHAT I KNOW OF THE
STRIKE ACCURATE,, I
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