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1 OVERVIEW

The United States Department of Education’s College Financing Plan, shown in Figure
1-1, is a consumer tool that institutions can use to notify students about their financial
aid package. The Department’s “College Financing Plan” is a standardized form. It is
designed to simplify the information that prospective students receive about costs and
financial aid so that they can easily compare institutions and make informed decisions
about where to attend school.

Figure 1-1: College Financing Plan

University of the United States (UUS)

Graduate/Professional College Financing Plan
Student Name, Identifier

Total Cost of Attendance 2024-2025

On Campus Residence 0Off Campus Residence

Tuition and Feas B 00
Housing and Food SR M0 S XK
Books and Suppliss BXXKKK
Transportation FxXKKK
Other Education Costs FX KKK

d Cost of Attend S 0000y $H, XK | yr
Based on the FAFSA X000, | yr
g calidlated by the instilulion uging infermation raported an the FAFSA of ba yaur ngitulian.
Based on Institutional Methodology X000 yr
Used by mary peivals instiiulions in sddilien ta the FAFSA

Schoelarship and Grant Options
Scholarships and Grants are considered *Gift® aid - no repayment is needed. Housing, food, or transportation may be considered taxable.

Scholarships
Merit-Bazad Scholarships Meed-Bazad Grant Ald
Scholarshigs From Your School X0 Institutional Grants 520000
Scholarshigs From Your State SR EREE State Grants S 20000
Other Scholarships B K for Disady Students X M0
Employer Faid Tuibon Benefits X 00K Other Forms of Grant Aid S 20000
School-Faid Tuition Benefits B H00L Tetal Grants S 000K yr
Tuition Remission/Waiver B XXXK
Iy

VA Education Benefits
WA Education Benefits S 000 1 yr

College Costs You Will Be Required to Pay

Met Price To You SX 20000 1 yr
| Torlad cost of minus iofal grants and Loial schalanships

Loan and Werk Options to Pay the Net Price to You
“You rmust repay loans, plus imerest and fees.

Loan Options* Waork Dptions
Federal Direct Unsubsidzad Loan SR OO0y Wﬁﬂc—Sluﬂhse S 200001 yr
(oo% interest rate) (xoocl origination fee) Hours Per k (estimated) KX Dk
Grad PLUS Federal Loan X000 4T Assistantshipa S 2000 § yr
(0% interest rate) (x.ucl origingtion fes) Total Wark SX000C | yr
HRSA Loans B 2000C ] yr
(o% interest rate) (xoocl origination fee) For More Information
Total Loan Options 000 [ yr University of the United States (UUS)
* For federal student loans, origination fass are deductad fram loan Financial Aid Office
proceeds. 123 Main Strest
Anytown, 5T 12345
Other Options
Yau may hawe other options to repay the remaining costs. These Telaphana: {123} 456-T880
Incude: E-mail: financialaid@uus.adu
- Tisian payrnent plan elered by e insllibion
»  MNon-Federal _I'-‘rimbe emducation loan, which you ar your pareni can apply * Laan Amounts
’S:’hiu‘h:.m"'"“ ::Ir'i::fﬁioeﬂ e Fote that the amounts listed are tha maximum available to you. To
: 7 Tary or Ta0 . il leam about loan repayment chaices and calculate your Federal Loan
maonthly payment, go ta: hitps: Ystudentaid.gowmansge-
[M ] loansitepaymentipians.

Customized iformstion fram UUS

—




Cost of Attendance (COA): The tatal amount (net Inchuding grants and schalarshipe) that it will cost you to go to school during the 2024-2025 school year,
COA Includes tuition and fees; housing and food; and allowances for books, supphes, transpartation, loan fees, and dependent care. It also Incudes
miscellanaous and per!nnal expenses, such as an allowance fior the rental or purchase of & parmnal oompuler: cosls related toa dlsmllly_ and reasonable
coata for eligible study-abroad programa.

Direct Unsubsidized Loan: Loans that the borower ks responsiie for paying the interest on during all periods. If you choose not to pay the interest while
you are in scheal and during grace periods and deferment or forbearance perlods, your interest will accrue {accumulate) and be capitalized (that is, your
intarest will be sdded 1o the principal amount of your kean).

Student Aid Index: A number used by your school to calculate the amount of federal student &d you are elgible to receive. It is based on the financial
information provided in your Free Application for Federal student Ald (the FAFSA). This is not the amount of maney your family will have to pay for college. nor
i It the amount of federal student ald you will receive.

Federal Work-Study: A fedaral student i program ?at provides part-bme employment while the student |s enralled in achaal to halp pay his or har
educetion expenses. The student must seek out and apply for work-study joba &1 his or her schoal. The student will be pald drectly for the haurs he or she
works may not automatically be cradited to pay for insttutional tuitlon or fees. The amount you eam cannol exceed the tolal amount awarded by the school for
the award year. Tha WSIlBDlITy of Wﬁﬂ(-!h)ﬂy |GDS vares Dy schodal. Plesse nate that Federal Work-Stud eamings may be taxed In cenain scenarios; however,
the income You eam will not be countad SQQII\![ you when D!lcul&“l\ﬁ your Stugent Ald Indax on the FASFA

Grants and Scholarships: Student &d funds that do not hawe to be repald. Geants are often need-based. while scholarships are usually merit-based.
Occasonally you might have to pey back part or all of 8 grant If, for example, you withraw from school before finishing a semester f you use & grant or
acholarship 1o cover your living expanses, the amount of your seholarsiip may be counted &3 taxable income on your tax retum.

Grad Plus Loan: Grad Plus Leans are made to graduate or professional students 1o halp pay for education expenses not covered by other financial ald,
Eluglnrglty i& not based on financial need, but a credit check is reguirad. Borrowers who have an adversa credit history must meet additional requirements to
qualify.

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA): Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) loans include Leans for
Disadwantaged Students (LDS); Primary Care Loans {PCL); and Nursing Schoal Loans (NSL). hittps:ibhw hrss govioans-schalarships/school-based-loans.

Loans: Borrowed money that must be repaid with interest. Loans from the federal govemment typically have & lower interest rate than lnans from prvate
lendars. Federal leans, kstad from most advantageous 1o least sdvantageocus, ere called Direct Subsidized Loans, Direct Unsubsidized Loans, and Parent
PLUSE Loans. You can find more informaton about federal leans at Studentald.gov.

Net Price: An estimate of the actual cost that a student and his or her family need o pay in a given year to cover education expenses for the student to attend
a particular schoaol. Met price ks detenmined by taking the instituton's cost of atlendance and sublracting any grants and scholarships for which the student may
e eligibla.

Mon-Federal Private Education Loan: A private education loan (s a lan lssued expressly for postsecondary education expenses to a bomower (efther
through the educetionsl instiubon or directly to the borrower) from & private educational kender, rather than as a Title IV, HEA loan offered by the Department of
Education.

Origination Fees: An upfront fee charged by a lender for processing a new loan applieation. 1 ks compensation for putting the leen in place. Orgination fees
are quoded as a percentage of the tolal loan.

5 ips for Di aged Students: Here |s alink to & description of the program:_ hitps.iwww benafits gowbena i8S,

Teach Grant Program: Frovides grants of up to 54,000 a year to siugents who are completing or plan to complete course work nesded 1o begin a career in
teaching. If you do not meet the requirements of your service oblgation, all TEACH Grants you received will be converied to Direct Unsubsidized Loans. You
must repay these beans In full, with interest charged from the dete of each TEACH Grant disbursement. Service oblgation infarmation can be found at
nitpe:istudentaid goviunderstand-gxd/ypesigrantateach.

Tuition Payment Plan: Atuition payment plan offerad by an institution may allow students to spread out their payments, It includes an extension of credit of
90 days or less in which the educabional mstitution is the lender, or of one year or kess where an interest rate will not be apphed o the credit payment.

VA Education Benefits: Benefits thet help Veterans, service members, and their gualfied famiy membera with needs like paying college wition, finding the
right school or traming pragram, and getting cereer counseling. You can find mare information here: hitpa: i, va. o education!.

For more information visit hitps:/'studentaid gov.

1.1 Introduction

This Technical Reference Guide provides programmer specifications and record layouts
for vendors and/or institutions that choose to adopt the College Financing Plan. This
guide offers a methodical approach, rather than a task-oriented approach, to
implementing the tool. It is intended for users who are already familiar with, or interested
in using, the College Financing Plan as a supplement or replacement to the institution’s
existing award letter.

The framework/structure of the College Financing Plan is designed using Hypertext
Markup Language (HTML), and the actual file containing the HTML code is provided by
the U.S. Department of Education. This document will give you a better understanding of
the various elements required to produce and populate the applicable fields using the
institution’s existing data. In addition, this document assumes that the reader
understands HTML, and has the required knowledge to edit the provided code.

1.2 Important Contact Information

Please direct any questions, feedback, or comments to the U.S. Department of
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Education at collegefinancingplan@ed.gov. For more information on producing the
College Financing Plan, including information on the HTML file, please visit
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/quid/aid-offer/index.html.

2 DATA LAYOUT

Figure 2-1 provides annotations for the College Financing Plan template.

Figure 2-1: Annotated College Financing Plan

ANNOTATED
College Financing Plan S ———

Student name/
identifier; dats » K&f
issued (right side) s

Individual student’s
cost of attendance

Student Ald |Estimated Cost of Attendance X000 NI
Index based on
FAFSA and A an A
Based REK

Mlimlimﬂmﬂuhuu The sum of each
ariivpa and Granis ara considersd “GIT' aid grant sub-

category appears
here; campus-
based FSEOG and

SehoaBrstgs From four St

Cota i Sehantgs TEACH Grants
[Emgieryor Paic Tuiion Banats SRR et Forms of Grass Al SR would appear here
Sonocs P Tutien Barates BEI000C Total Grants 000K (7 e, s

Turcn Remeciontisiear X000

“Institutional
Grants®

Callage Costs You Will Ba Requirad to Pay
NET PRICE (et Priles Te You A0 e
[Betal omsd s ok i

Loan and York Options to Pay the Net Price to You
“Yeus st ragsy 0, pUs INerest and fase

Federal loan “ecderml et Linea hsicke=t Loan. SN Aid awarded by
(e armat i (i 33 o naRsn fes) school but
AMOUNtS. gy 113 Pacaral Lass KKK (g
you are eligible for  |(ewst mtomst rain) it arignatn fes) earned through
IHAEA Lozne B0 v work
(et immrms i (i 35% ol inason fes) T —
[Total Loan cptions FEXKX [y Unheesiy of s Lnted Stetes (ULIS)
P fodarl Stugesd leana, orlgnaRon e are dadcied fiem (oan Finenclal Aki CHica
proconch. eyr—
saiponr, ST 12345 School contact
e i i Telaphena: {133 456 T80 LI
il Wiy Fava Sl GO 15 fapay 9 lmaning costa. Thass a: 4
|nokudes: Emalt feandasisguus et information and
o Tustan gyt pien oflred 3y e st ion next steps
) It e vy i s f R I e eyp—
B iy o o s Baratin Fiie Eal & Bmauns oot re 1 moum sustatia o o T
moriny papmen. 0 (o (g e demne oo e
[_-: J i et
Space for
R -, '[mdm«-mnn o UUE J
message

NOTE: Institutions may contact Collegefinancingplan@ed.gov o indicate their commitment to use the College Financing Plan. Students, parents, and

institutions may also direct questions about the College Financing Plan to that e-mail address. Visit the College Financing Plan's page on the Office of
Postsecondary Education’s Web page for resources and background about the development and adoption of the College Financng Flan:
hittp: //www?.ed.gov/policy/highered/ quid/aid-offer findex. himl.

Outlined below are the data elements in each section and the information required to
produce and populate the College Financing Plan.


https://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/guid/aid-offer/index.html

2.1 Student Information

This section contains information specific to the institution and the prospective student
including the estimated cost of attendance, possible grant and scholarship aid, work
options, loan options, and so on.

The data required to populate the Student Information section are provided by the
institution. Table 2-1 outlines each “Subsection” and provides a “Description” of its
intended use



Table 2-1: Student Information Section

Student Name/ldentifier

Date Issued

Institution Name

Total Costs of Attendance 2024-25 year
Tuition and fees

Housing and food

Books and supplies

Transportation

Other education costs

Estimated Cost of Attendance

Student Aid Index

Based on the FAFSA
Based on Institutional Methodology

Scholarship and Grant Options
Merit-Based Scholarships
* Scholarships From Your School
* Scholarships From Your State
* Other Scholarships
* Employer Paid Tuition Benefits
* School Paid Tuition Benefits
* Tuition Remission/Waiver
* Total Scholarships
Grants
Need-Based Grant Aid
* Institutional Grants
* State Grants

* Scholarships for Disadvantaged
Students

e Other Forms of Grant Aid
¢ Total Grants

The prospective student’s name and
identifier (as assigned by the institution).

The month, day, and year that the College
Financing Plan was created to notify the
prospective student about their financial
aid package.

The name of the institution providing the
College Financing Plan.

This information is generated by the
institution itself and should provide a clear
understanding of the costs associated with
one year of enrollment at the institution for
the named student.

At most institutions, the expected family
contribution is based on the FAFSA results;
however, if an institutional methodology is
used, that result may be provided.

This should include all financial aid options
available to the named student to assist with
the costs outlined above.



VA Education Benefits

College Costs You Will Be Required to Pay
* Net Price

Loan options

* Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan
* Grad Plus Federal Loan
* HRSA Loans
* Total Loan Options
Other Options

* Tuition payment plan offered by the
institution

* Non-Federal Private education loan,

which you or your parent can apply
for after passing a credit check

* Other Military or National Service
Benefits

Work options

*  Work-Study hours per week
(estimated)

* Assistantships

Customized information

For more information and next steps

* Financial Aid Office Contact
Information (Address, Telephone,
and E-mail)

Benefits that help Veterans, service
members, and their qualified family
members with needs like paying college
tuition, finding the right school or training
program, and getting career counseling.

This number reflects the net cost of
attendance for the named student after
grants and scholarships are taken into
account.

At most institutions, the recommended
loan amounts for the named student are
based on the FAFSA results; however, an
institutional methodology may also be
used.

Students may have other options to repay
the remaining costs.

At most institutions, the expected work
award amounts for the named student are
based on the FAFSA results; however, an
institutional methodology may also be
used.

Institutions can use this section to add
additional, customized information specific
to the institution and the named student.

Specific contact information for the
institution’s financial aid office including the
address, telephone number, and e- mail
address.



Table 2-2 lists each “Element” used within the Student Information section, along with
its assigned “Control ID” (as it is displayed within the College Financing Plan HTML

code).

Table 2-2: Element and Control ID for Responsive College Financing Plan

School Name

Student Name/ldentifier
Date Issued

Download Button

Total Cost of Attendance
Tuition and fees

On-campus housing and food

Off-campus housing and food

Books and supplies

Transportation

Other education costs

Estimated Cost of Attendance On campus
Estimated Cost of Attendance Off campus
Student Aid Index Header

Based on the FAFSA

Based on Institutional Methodology
Scholarship Section Header

Scholarships from your school
Scholarships from your state

Other scholarships

Employer Paid Tuition Benefits

School Paid Tuition Benefits

Tuition remission/waiver

Total Scholarships

Grant Section Header

Institutional Grants

State Grants

Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students

school-name
student-name
date-stamp
download-btn
costs-table
costs-tuition-and-fees

costs-housing-and-food-on- campus

costs-housing-and-food-off- campus

costs-books-and-supplies
costs-transportation
costs-other-education-costs
costs-total-estimated-cost-on-campus
costs-total-estimated-cost-off-campus
family-table

family-fafsa-cost
family-institution-cost
scholarships-table
aid-scholarships-school
aid-scholarships-state
aid-scholarships-other
employer-paid-tuition-benefits
school-paid-tuition-benefits
tuition-remission-waiver
aid-total-scholarships

grants-table

aid-grants-institution

aid-grants-state
aid-scholarship-disadvantaged



Other forms of grant aid
Total Grants
VA Education Benefits

VA Education Benefit

College Costs You Will be Required to Pay
Header

Net Price
Loan Options Section Header
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan Interest
Rate

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan
Origination Fee

Grad Plus Federal Loan

Grad Plus Federal Loan Interest Rate
Grad Plus Federal Loan Origination Fee
HRSA Loans

HRSA Loans Interest Rate

HRSA Loans Origination Fee

Total Loan Options

Work Options Section Header

Work Study

Work Study Hours

Assistantships

Total Work

aid-grants-other
aid-total-grants

va-education-table
va-education-benefit

net-price-table

net-price-total
loan-options-table
loan-options-federal-direct-unsubsidized

loan-options-federal-direct-unsubsidized-rate

loan-options-federal-direct-unsubsidized-loan
origination-fee
loan-options-grad-plus-federal-loan
loan-options-grad-plus-loan-rate
loan-options-grad-plus-loan-origination-fee
loan-options-hrsa-loan
loan-options-hrsa-loan-rate
loan-options-hrsa-loan-origination-fee
loan-options-total

work-options-table
work-options-work-study
work-options-hours-per-week
work-options-assistantships

work-options-total



3 GLOSSARY

The Department has added a glossary as a second page to the College Financing Plan.
This addition will help better explain financial aid terms used on the College Financing
Plan to students, financial aid administrators, and guidance counselors.

Figure 3-1: Glossary
Glossary of College Finanacing Plan for Graduate and Professional School students

Cost of Attendance ([COA): The total amount {nat Including grants and schalarships) that itwill cest you to go to school during e 2024-2025 school year,
COA ncludes tuition and fees; housing and foed; and allowances for books, supples, transpaortation, loan fees, and dependent care. it also Incudes
miscellaneous and personal expenses, such &s an allowance for the rental or purchase of & persanal computer; costs relsted to a disability; and reasonable
costs for eligible study-abroad programs.

Direct Unsubsidized Loan: Loans that the bamower k5 responsitie far paying the interest on during all periods. If you choase not 1o pay the mterest while
you are in achaal and during grace periods and defesment or forbearance perlods, yeur interest will acerue (accumulate) and be capltelized (that s, your
interest will be addad to the principal amount of your loan ).

Student Aid Index: A number usad by your school o calculate the amount of faderal student ssd you are ebgible 1o receive. It is based an the financal
information provided in your Free Application for Federal student Ald (the FAFSA). This & not the amount of moneay your family will have to pay for college, nor
= it the amaunt of federal student ald you will receive.

Federal Wurk-ﬁiuqlr: Afederal studert akd program ma1fmw:las part-time employment while the student s enrolled in school to help pay his or her
education expenses. The student must seek out and apply for werk-study jobs &t his or her schaoal. The student will be pald drectly for the hours he or she
works may not automatically be credited to pay for insttutional tution or fees. The amaunt you eam cannot exceed the total amount ewarded by the schaal for
the awand year. The avallabdty of work-study jobs vares by schoal. Plesse nate that Fedaral Wark-Study eamings may be taxed In cenaln scenarks; howewvar,
the income you eam will not be counted against you when calculating your Student Ald Index on the FASFA

Grants and Scholarships: Student &d funds that do not heve to be repald. Grants are often need-based, while acholarships are usually merit-oased.

Occassonally you might have bo pay back part or all of %rgmnt If, for example, you withdraw from school before finlshing a semester. If you use & grant or
schalarship 10 cover your living expenses, the amount of your schalarship may be counted &8 taxable INGome on your [Bx retum.

Grad Plus Loan: Grad Plus Loans are madse 1o graduats of professional students 1o halp pay for education expenses not coversd by other financisl ald.

Ebglhlllt}' |5 not besed on finencial need, but a credit check s requirad. Borrowers who have an adverss credit history must meet additonal requirements to
qualify.

Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA): Health Resources and Servicas Administration (HRSA) leans Incude Loans far
Disadwanteged Students (LDS); Prmary Care Loans (FCLY; and Mursing Schoal Leans (NSL). hitps:ibhw.hres govileans-schaolarships/schoo-based-loans.

Loans: Borowed money thet must be repald with Interest. Loans from the federal govemment typlcally have & lower interest rate than loans from povets
lenders. Federal loans, ksted from most advantageous to least edvantageous, are called Direct Subsidized Loans. Dwect Unsubsidized Logns, and Parent
PLUS Loans. You can find mone informatoen about federal loans at StudentAld.gos

Met Price: An estimate of the actual cost that a student and his or her tamily need 1o pay in 8 given year 1o cover education expenses for the student to attend
a paricular school. Net price ks determined by taking the Instilutien's cost of aftlendance and sublracting any grants and schalarships for which the student may
e eligible.

Mon-Federal Private Education Loan: A private education lan ks a lean tssuad expressly for postsecondary education expenses to a barmower {either
through the educationsl instiution or directly to the borrower) from & private educabonal lender, rather than as a Title IV, HEA lean offered by the Department of
Education.

Origination Fees: An upfront fee chamed by a lender for processing a new loan application. it ks compensation for putting the loan in place. Origination fees
are guoled as & percentage of the total loan.

Scholarships for Disadvantaged Students: Here |= a link to & description of the program:_hips-iwww benefits gowibenafti8rs.
Teach Grant Program: Provides grants of up to 54,000 a year to students who are completng or plan to complete course work needad 1o bagin a career in

teaching. If you do not meet the requirements of your service obigation, all TEACH Grants you recelved will be converted to Direct Unsubsidized Loans. You

mmiLst repay thessa keans in full, with mterest charged from e date of each TEACH Grant disbursement. Service oblgation Information can be found at
h distudentaid. goviundarstand-gd rantsiteach.

Tuition Payment Plan: A uition payment plan offerad by an instibution may allew students to spread out their payments. It includes an extension of credit of
90 days or l8es in which the educatonal institution |s the lender, or of one year or less where an interest rate will not be apphad to the credit paymeant.

VA Education Benefits: Banefits that help Veterans. service members, and thelr gualfied family members with needs like paying college tuition, finding the
right school or trasming pragram, and getling carser counsaling. You can find more mformation hera: hitps: s va goweducation’.

Far more information visit hitps:istudentaid. gov.
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